es g ‘lho. Bourn, alias Brown John Fenwick, a’ Fenis 


” fe tmmataite te ERR: 3 hp Oh Boy Gy BESO AHO 
| ie a Ss 


TRYALS| 
Captain John “ere | 


AND OTHER 


| PIRATES “a 


3 Geroge Fetherfton, Noah Harwood, 
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§ Richard Corner, ; James Dobbins, 
= John Davies,  @ Patrick Carty, 
John Howell, _ #.Thomas Earl, 


¥ were all Condemn'd fon PIRACY, at the Town of St. Jago de 
la Veva, inthe Ifland of JAMAICA, on Wednefday and Thurfday 
the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Days of November 1720: 


AS ALSO, THE 
T RY ALS of Mary Read and Anne Bonny, 
alias Bonn, on Monday the 28th Dayof the &- 
faid Month of November, at St. Fago | ref 
de la Vega afore/aid. 4 


= And of feveral Others, who were alfo condemn’d for- PIRACY. 


7)  BAaetvs &. t5ak, > 
ae Bee weit , ms ~, ~% - 


| ALS O, 
& AA True Copy of the AGt of Parliament made for the more effectual fuppre(fion of Piracy, 





a ee ee ee ee ee 
| Sameica: Printed by Robert Baldwin, in the Year 1721. 
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Se ee 
ber the 16th, 1'720. 


Ara COURT of : 


ADMIRALTY, 


HELDBEFORE HIS EXCELLENCY 


Sir Nicholas Lawes, Kt. 


His Majefty’s Captain-General, & Governor 
' in Chief in and over this His Majefty’s 
land of Famaica, and other the Terri-. 
tories thereon depending in America, 
Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of — - 
thefame, PRESIDENT. 





Francis Rofe ~-\ — \\Captain Vernon, 
Commander of His Maje- 

lhomas Bernard fty’s Ship Mary,: and Com- 
Xe | mander in Chiet of His Mi- 
james Archboula jefty’s Ships of War at Fa- 


matt. 


Fobn Sadler Efqrs.||Captain Davers, 


, Counfellors.|| Commander of His Maje-' 5 rs 
Ezekiel Gomerfall) - fty’s Ship Adventure. 
Richard. Mull, 
Samuel Moor Receiver-General. 
Sohn Gregory Robert Baillie, 
= Secretary. 
Willian Nedbam, Efq; ||Giles Difton, 
Chief Juftice. Colledcior. 


ComM™mM1iss1o0NneERs Named and Appointed in His Majefty’s Com- 
miftion for the Trying of Pirates; By Vertue of an Act of Parliament made 
at Wefminfler, in the Eleventh and Twelth Years ot the Reign of King Wll- 
liam II. Entituled, An Act for the more effectual Supprefion of Firacy, (which 
Act hath fince been made perpetual.) _ The 
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The PROCEEDINGS of the faid Court are as follow, viz? 
Firft Proclamation was made for Silence: 
Then the King’s Commitlon was openly read, in the Words follow- 
ing, Viz | 


G EORGE, by the Grace of GOD, of Great Britain, France and 
Iveland, King, Defender ot the Faith, Oc.. To Our Trufty and Well- 
_ beloved Sir Necholas Lawes, Knt. Our Captain-General and Governor 
in Chief in and over Our Mland of Jam uca, and the Territories depending 
thereon in America; And Our Governor or Commander in Chiet of Our 
faid Iiland torthe Time Being ; Our Vice-Admiral of Our (aid Iflandof Famaica 
for the Time Being ; Frants tefe, Thomas Bernard, James Archbould, Joln Afh- 
cough, Foln Sadler, Eset tel Gomerfal!, Jol Moor, Edw. Pennant, Tho. Havrifon, 
Samuel Moor, Jobu Gregory, and ohn Merant, Efqrs. Membersot Our Council, 
in Our faid [fland, during their being of Our {aid Council ;-and the Members of. 
Our Council in Our faid IMlind tor the ‘Time being ; Our Chiet Jultice of the 
Grand Court in Our faid Mland for the Time being ; Our Judge of the Vice- 
Admiralty, in Our faid Ifland for the Time being ; Our Captains and Comman- 
dersof Our Ships of War, within the Admiraity Jurifdi¢tion of Our faid Iland, 
forthe Time being; Our Receiver-General of Our Revenue, in Our faid Iflund 
for the Time being ; Our Secretary ot Our faid Iland for the Time beiag ; 
Our Surveyors-General of Gur Cuftoms in Ameria for the ‘Lime being ; 
And Our Collectors of Our Plantaiion Duties in Our faid land, purfuant to 
an Act pafled in the Twenty fitrh Year of the Reign of Our late Royal Pre- 
deceflor King Crerles IL. for the betrer Securing the Plantation Trade for 
the Time being, Greeting : WHEREAS by anAct of Parliament, made 
in the Fleventh Year at the Reign of Onur late Rayal Coulin King V1. 
liam Vil. Entituled, [An Act for the more effectual [uppreffing of Fira.y| Re- 
citing as therein is Recited, It is amongft other Things enz¢ted, Thar all Pi- 
racies, Felcnies and Robberies committed in or upon the Sea, or in any Ha- 
ven, River, Creek or Place, where the Admiral or Adinirals have Power, 
Authority or Jurifdiction, may be Examined, Enquired of, Tryed, Heard, 
and Determined and Acjudged, according to the Directions of the laid Adt, ' 
in any Place at Sea, or upon the Land, in any of His said late Majefty’s 
Hands, Pl.ntaticns, Colonies, Dominions, Forts or Factories to be appoint- 
ed tor thae purpote, by His faid late Majefty’s Commifiion or Commifiions 
under the Great Seal of England, or the Seal of the Admiralty of England, 
directed to all or any of the Admirals, Vice-Admirals, Resr-Admirals, Judges 
of Vice Admiralties, or Commanders of His faid late Majefly’s Ships of 
War; and aifo to all or any fuch Perfon or Perfons, Officer or Cfhcers, by 
Name, ‘or for the Time being, as His faid late Majefty fhould thik fic to 
appoint; which {aid Comniiflioners fhould have full Power jointly or 
feverally, by Warrant under the Hand and Seal of them, or any one of 
them, to commie to fafe Cuftody, any Perfon or Perfons againft whom In- 
formation of Piracy, Robbery or Felony upon the Sea, fhould be given up- 
on Oath ; and to call and Aflemble a Court of Admiralty on Ship! oard, or 
upon the Land, when and as often as Occafion fhould require ; wl. ch Court 
fhould confift of Seven Perfons at the leaft. AND it is thereby further 
enséted, That if fo many of the Perfons aforefaid could not convenient- 
ly be ailembed, any Three of the aforefaid Perfons (whereof the Prefident 
or Chief of fome Englilh Factory, or the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 
or Member of His faid late Majefty’s Councils, in any of the Plantations or 
Colonies aforefaid, or Commander of one of His faid late Majefty’s Ships 

Was 
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was always to be one; ) fhould have full Power and Authority by vertue of 
the faid Act, to call and atlemble any ocher Perions on Shipboard, or upon 
the Land, to make up the Number of Seven. AND it ts thereby illo 
provided, That no Perlons, but (uch as are known Merchants, Factors or 
Planters, or fuch as were Caprains, Lieutenants or Warrant Officers in any 
of his faid late Majefty’s Ships of War, or Captains, Mafters,.or Mates of 
fome Englifh Ship, thould be capable of being fo called, and fitting and yo- 
ting in the faid Court. AND it is thereby further enacted, That fuch 
Perlons called and affembled as atorefaid, fhould have full Power and Au- 
thority, according to the Courle of the Admiralty, to iflue Warrants for 
bringing any Perlons accufed of Piracy or Robbery betore them, to be tryed, 
heard and adjudged, and to fummon Witnefles, and to take Informations and 
Examinations of Witnefles upon their Oath, and to do all Things neceflary 
for the Hearing, and tinal Determination of any Cafe of Piracy, Robbery or 
Feiony ; and to give Sentence and Judgment of Death; and to award Exe- 
cution of the Offenders convicted and atrainted as aforelaid, according tothe 
Civil Law, and the Methods and Rules of the Admiraky. And thar all 
and every Perfon and Perlons fo convicted and attainted of Piracy or Kob- 
bery, fhould have and futfer fuch Lotles of Lands, Goods and Chattels, as 
it they had been atrainred and convicted of any Piractes, Felonies and Rob- 
beries, according to a Statute made in the Twenry eighth Year of the Reign 
of King Henry VILL. for Tryals of Treafons, Felonies, Robberies, Murders 
and Confederacies commutted on the Sea; which firlt recited Act, by 
anocher Act made inthe Firlt Year of Our Reign, Entituled, (An AE to pre- 
vent Difiurbances by Seamen and others, and to preferve the Stores belonging to 
Riis Mayeyty’s Navy Reyal ; and allo an explaining an ACE for-the berter pre- 
venting the Imbezlement of His Majefty’s Stores of War, and preventing Cheats. 
Frauds, and paying Seamens Wages, and for reviving and continuing an Adl for 
the more effectual [uppreffing of Firacy,| is revived, {rom the T wenry ninth 
Day of September, One thouland Seven hundred and Fifteen ; and the fame 
is thereby enzcted to be in force during the continuance of that Act, which 
was to be in force for Five Years, and to the End of the then next Seffion of 
Parliament, after the expiration of the faid Five Years, andno longer. New 
know ye, Thatwe, in purfuance of the laid firft recited Act ot Our efpecial Grace, 
certain Knowledge, und meer Motion, have made, conftiruted and appointed, 
and by thele Prefents do make, conftitute and appoint, You, the {aid Sir N- 
chelas Lanes, and Our Governor or Commander in Chief of Our faid Mland for 
the Time being , our Vice-Admiral of our faid Ifland of Jamaica for the Time 
being ; francis Rofe, Themas Bernard, James Archbowd, Fohr Afbcoush, Joln 
Sad'er, Esetiel Gomerfal', Jobu Moor, Edw.Pennant, Tho. Harrifon, Sumuel Mocr, 
Sola Gregory, and John Merant, during your being Members of Our Council, 
Our faidIland ; And the Members of ourCouncil in our faid Hland for che 
Time being ; Our Chief Juftice of the Grand Court in Our faid IMland tor the 
Time being; Our Judge of the Vice-Admiralty, in Our faid Ifland tor the Time 
being; OurCaptains and Commanders of OurShips of War,within the Admiralty 
Jurildiétion of Our faid land, forthe Time being; Our Receiver-General of 
Our Revenue, in Our faid Ifland for the Time being; Our Secretary of Our 
faid Iland for the Time being; Our Surveyors-General of Our Cuttoms in 
Amercia tor the Time being ; and Our {aid Collectors of Our Plantation Duties 
in Our faid Ifland for the Time Being, to be Our Commiffioners at Our faid 
Iflind of Famaica, andthe Territories depending thereon, for the Examin- 
ing and Enquiring of, Trying, Hearing and Determining, and Adjudging, 
according to the Diredtions of the fame A@, in any Place at Sea, or upon 
the Land, at Our faid Ifland of Jamaica, and the Territories depending there- 
3 on; 


Digitised by the National Library. of Jamaica 


ak 


(6) 

on; all Piracies, Felonies and Rodberies committed, or which fhall be commit. 
ted, in orupon the Sea, or within any Haven,River,Creek or Place, where the 
Admiral or Admirals have Power, Authority or Juritdiction: And You the faid 
Sit Nicholas Lawes, and Our Governor or Commander in Chief of Our faid 
Ifland torthe Time being ; OurVice- Adinirals of Our (aid Liland of Jamaica tor 
the Time being ; Francis Kole, Thomas Bernard, Jzmes ch chbould, sah Afbcorgh, 
Fzkn Sadler, Ezekiel Gomerall, Jotun Mecr, Edw. Pennant, The. Herrifon, Samuel 
Moor, John Gregory, and Folia Moranr, curing your being Members of Our 
Council in Our laid Ifland, and the Members of Our Council in Our {aid 
Ifland for the Time being ; Our Chiet Juftice of the Grand Court in Our 
{aid Ifland for the Time being ; Our Judge of the Vice-Admiralty in Our faid 
Ifland for the Time being ; Our Captains and Commanders of Our Ships of 
War within the Admiralty Jurifdiétion of Our faid Iand tor the Time be- 
ing; Our Receiver-General of Our Revenue in Our faid Iflind tor the Time 
being; Our Secretary of Our faid land tor the Time being; Our Surveyors- 
General of Our Cultoms in America for the lime being ; and Our faid Col- 
lector of Our Plantation Duties in Our {aid Iflind tor the Time being ; 
Our Commitfioners at Our faid Mland of yamaica, and the Territories de- 
pending thereon, tor the Purpofes herein abovementioned. We do make, 
ordain, and conftitute by thele Prefents ; Hereby giving and granting, unto 
you, Our faid Commifiioners, jointly or leverally, or any one of you, by 
Warrant under the Hand and Seal of you, or any one of you, full Power 
and Authority, to commie to fafe Cuftody, any Perfon or Perfons againtt 
whom Information of Piracy, Kobbery or Felony upon the Sea, fhall te gi- 
ven upon Oath ( which Oath you, or any of you, shall have tull Power, 
and are hereby required co Adminifter) and to Call and Afflemble a Court 
of Admiralty on Shipboard, or upon the Land, when and as often as Occa- 
fion {hall require; which Court Our Will and Pleafure is, {hall confift of Seven 
Perions at the leaft. AND if fo many of you, our faid Commiffioners, cannot 
conveniently be atlembled, any Three or more of you (whereof You, the {aid 
Sir Nicholas L.awes,our Caprain-General and Governor in Chief,in and over our 
faid Mand of ‘Jamaica, and the Territories depending thereon, or ourGovernor 
or Commander in Chiefof our faid I{land for the Time being, always to be 
one) fhall have full Power and Authority, by virtue of the {aid firft recited 
Ad, and of thefe Prefents, to Call and Affemble any other Perfons, on 
Shipboard, or upon the Land, to make up the Number of Seven. J’vevi- 
ded, That no Perfons, but fuch as are known Merchants, Factors or Plan- 
ters, or fuch as are Captains, Lieutenants or Warrant-Officers, in any of 
our Ships of War, or Captains, Mafters or Mates of fome Englifh Ship, 
fhall be capable ot being fo called, and fitting and voting in the faid Court. 
AND our further Pleafure is, and we do hereby exprefsly Declare and 
Command, That fuch Perfons called, and fuch other Perfons hereby au- 
thorized and affembled as aforefaid, fhall have full Power and Authority, 
according to the Courfe of the Admiralty, to iffue Warrants for bringing 
any Perfons accufed of fuch Piracy or Robbery, before them to be tryed, 
heard and adjudged, and ro {ummon Witnefles, and to take Informations 
and Examinations of Witnefles, upon their Oath, and to do all Things ne- 
ceflary for the Hearing, and final Determination of any Cafe of Piracy, Rob- 
bery and Felony upon the Sea, and to give Sentence and Judgment of 
Death ; and to award Execution of the Offenders, convicted and attainted as 
aforefaid, according’ to the Civil Law, and the Methods and Rules of the 
Admiralty. And that all and every Perfon and Perfons, fo convicted and ate 
tainted of Piracy or Robbery, thall have and fuffer fuch Lofles of pie 
| | Goods, 
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Goods and Chattels, as if they had been attainted and convicted of any Pi- 
racies, Felonies, and Robberies, according to the aturementioned Statute, 
made inthe Reign of King Henry the Eighth. AND Our exprefs Will and 
plealure is ; And we do hereby direct and command, that fo foon as any 
Court fhallbe Afllembled as aforefaid, either on Shipboard, or upon the Land, 
this our Commiffion fhall firft be openly read, and the faid Court, then 
and there, fhallbe Solemnly and Publickly called and Proclaimed ; and then 
the Prelident of fuch Coure, fhall in the firft place publickly in open Court 
eake the Oath, mentioned and appointed to be taken by the faid firft recised 
Aé&: And {uch Prelident, having taken the Oath in manner atorefaid, fhall 
immediately adminifter the fame to every Peron who {hall fit, and have, 
and give a Vote in the faid Court, upon the Tryal of fuch Prifoner or Pri- 
foners, as aforefaide AND LASTLY, We do hereby Direct, Inypower, 
and Kequire, you our faid Commifioners, to proceed, act, adjudge and de- 
termine, in all Things accordingto the Powers, Authorities and Direétions of 
the firft above recited Act, and of thefe Prefenrs; and thefe Prefents, or the 
Entry or Inrollment thereof, {hall be unto you, and-each and every of you, 
for fo doing,a fuficient Warrant, and Difcharge. IN WITNESS whereof, 
We have caufed thefe our Letters to be made Patents WITNESS Our 
Self at Weftminfter, the Third Day of April, in the Fourth Year -of Our 
Reign. | 
By Writ of Privy-Seal, 


(#) Wrighte. 


Afterwards the faid Court was then and there folemnly and publickly cal- 
led and proclaimed. . 

Then His Excellency Sir Nicholas Lawes Kt. Prefident of the faid Court, pu- 
blicklyin open Court,took the Oath directed (for him to be taken) inthe faidA&, 

Then His Excellency adminiftred the fame Oath to the Honourable the 
Commiiffioners before-named, then fitting. en : 

Francis Rofe Efq; withdrew, being indifpofed. _ 

Then His Excellency appointed Willtam Norris Efg; Regifter cf the {aid 
Court; who teok the Oath in the faid A& mentioned : 

And alfo conftituted Alexander Forbes Efq; Provolt-Marfhal of the faid 
Court. 

Then the Cryer made Proclamation Three feveral Times in the Words 
following, vz. 

Atl manner of Perfons that can inform this Honourable Court, now fitting, of 

any Piracies, Felonics or Robberics, committed in or upon the Sea, or in any 
Haven, Creek or Place in or about this Iiland,or elfewhere in the Weft-Indies, where 
the Admiral or Admirals of Our Sovereign Lord the King hath,or have any Power, 
Authority, or Jurifdiétion, let them come torth, and they fhall be heard. 

Then Foln Rackam, Geerge'Fetherflon, Richard Corner, John Davies, John 
Howell, Patrick Carty, Thomas Earl, James Dobbin, and Noah Harwocd, 
(Nine of the aforefaid Prifoners) were fet at the Barr ; and were told by 
the Regifter to liften to their Charge : | 

Then the Regifter read the Articles exhibited againft them in the Words 
following, viz. | . 

Jamaica |]. 

ARTICLES Exhibited at a Court of Admiralty, held at the Town 
of St. Jago de la Vega in the faid Ifland, the Sixteenth Day of Novem- 
ber, in the Seventh Year of the Reign of our Soverciga Lord George, 
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by the Grace of God, of Great Brittain, France and Ireland, King, 
and of Jamaica Lord, Defender of the Faith &c. By Virtue ot a 
Commifion, from His faid Majefty King Geerge, under the Great 
Seal of Great Brittain, bearing Date, the third Day of April, in the 
Fourth Year of his faid Majefty’s Reign, Miued purfuant to an Act of 
Parliamenr, made in Great Brittain in the Eleventh Year of the Reign 
of our late Sovereign Lord King Willam the Third (Gnce made per- 
petual) Entituled, [ia Act for toe more Effecinal jurpreffing of Piracy] 
for the trying, hearing, determining, and adjudging, of all Piracies, 
Felonies, and Robteries, commited in or upon the Sea, or in any 
Haven, River, Creek, or Place where the Admiral or Admirals, 
have Power, Authority, or Jurifciétion, be‘ore his Excellency Sir 
Nickotas Latves Knt. Captain Gereral and Governor in chief of our 
faid Lord Geerge, in and over this His laid Majefty’s Ifland of Ja- 
maica, and the Territories thereon depending in America, Chancellor 
and Vice-Admiral of the fame, &c. And others, Commiffioners, ap- 
pointed, in and by the laid Commiflion, by Wailiam Norris Efq; Re- 
"iar the fuid Court, duly appointed and Swornagainlt Jobn Kackam, 
ate of the land of Prowiderce in America, Mariner, late Mafter or 
Commander of a certain Pirate Sloop, of an unknown Name, George 
Fetherfion late of the {aid Ifland of #rovideave Mariner, lace Mafter 
of the faid Sloop, Kichard Corner, lare of the faid Ifland of Providence 
Mariner, late Quarter Mafter of the {aid Sloop, J: Davies, Juln Howell, 
* Patrick Carty, Thomas Earl, and Nvah Harwrod, |2:¢ alfo of the [aid 
Ifland of Providence Mariners, and James Dobbin, lave ot the Town 
of Philadelphia, in the Province of ¢ enjilvania Mariner, and part of 
the {uid Sloops Crew, for Piracies, Felonies, and Rubhkeries, commit- 


ted by them on the high Sea, and within the Jurifdiction of this 
Court, (Viz.) 


I. Tu at they, the faid John Rackam, George Fetherfton, Richard 
Corner, ne Davies, John Howel, Patrick Carty, Thomas Earl, and Noah 
Harwood, and every one of them, on the firlt Day of Sep.ember, in the 
Seventh Year of the Reign of our {aid Lord the King that now is, upon the 
high Sea, in a certain Sioop of an unknown Name, being ; did Solemnly 
and Wickedly confult, and agree together, to Rob, Plunder and Take, all 
{uch Perfons, as well Subjects of our faid Lord the King that now is, as o- 
thers in Peace and Amity with Hisfaid Majefty, which they fhould meet with 
on the high Sea, and in execution of their {aid Evil Defigns, afterwards (to 
wit) on the third Day of September, in the Year laft mentioned, with force 
and Arms, &c. upon the high Sea, ina certain Place diftan: about two 
Leagues from Harboal Iland in America, and within the Jurifdiction of this 
Court, did Piratically, Felonioufly, and in an Hoftile manner, Attack, En- 
page, and Take, {even certain Fifhing. Boats, then being Boats of certain Per- 
fons Subjects of our fzid now Lord the King (tothe Regifter aforefaid un- 
known) and then and there Piratically, and Felonioufly, did make an Affaulr, 
in and upon certain Fifhermen, Subjects of our faid Lord the King (whofe 
Namies to the Regifter aforefaid are unknown) in the fame Filhing. Boats, 
in the peace of God, and ot our faid Lord the King, then and there being, 
and then and there, Piratically, and Felonioufly, did put the aforefaid Fifher- 
men, in the faid Fifhing-Boats, then being, in Corporal Fear of their Lives, 
and then and there Piratically, and Felonioufly, did fteal, rake, and carry 
away, the Filh, and Fifhing Tackle, of the value of Ten Pounds of Festi 
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Money of Jamaica, the Goods and Chattels of the aforefaid Fifhermen, then 
nd cere upon the high Sea aforelaid,inthe atorefaid place, about two Leagues 
diltant from Harbour Ifland aforetaid; and within the Jurifdiction atorefaid, 
being found, in the faid Fithing-Boats, in the Cuftody and Poilefion of the 
faid Fithermen, trom the faid Fifhermen, and from their Cuftody and Pol- 
feflion, then and there, upon the high Sea aforefaid, in the plice aforefaid, 
diftant about two Leagues from Harbour land aforefaid, and wichia the 
Juritdiction aforefaid. 

Il. Luar afterwards, to wit, The firft Day of October, in the Year 
laft menioned, they the faid John Kackam, George Fetherfton, Richard 
Corner, John Davies, Jolin Howell, Patrick Carty, Thomas Earl, and Nouh 
Harwood, and every one of them, in the faid Pirate Sloop being, by torce and 
Arins, &c. Upon the high Sea, in a certain place, diftanc about three 
Leagues from the Ifland of Hilpaniola in America ; and within the Jurifdic- 
tion of this Court, did Piratically, and Feloniouflly, fet upon, Shoot ar, and 
take, two Merchant Sloops, then being, Sloops of certain Perfons, Subjects 
of our {aid Lord the King (to the atorelaid Kegifter unknown) and then and 
there, Piratically, and Felonioufly, did make an Affaulr, in and upon, one 
James Dobbin, and certain other Marriners (whole Names to the Regiftér 
aforefaid are unknown) in the fame Merchant o!oops, in the peace of God, 
ancof our faid now Sovereign Lord the King, then and there being, and then, 
and there, Firatically, znd Felonioufly, did put, the aforelaid Mariners, of the 
fame two Merchant Slcops, in the aforefaid two MerchantSloops then being, 
in Corporal tear of their Lives, and then and there afierwvards, to wit, The 
Juid firft Day of October, in the Year laft mentioned, upon the high Sea, 
in the place aforefaid, diftant about three Leagues from Hifpaniola atorefaid, 
In America atorefaid, and within the Jurildi¢tion aforefaid, Piratically and 
Felonioutly, did fleal, tale, and carry away, the faid two Merchant 
Sloops, and the Apparrel and Tackle of the fame Sloops, of the Value of 
One Thoufand Pounds of Currant Money of Jamaica. 

I. Tuar they, the fluid John Rackam, George Fetherfton, Richard 
Corner, John Davies, John Howell, Petrick Carty, Thomas Earl, James 
Dobbin, and Noah Harwood, and every one of them, in the {aid Pirate 
Sloop being, afterwards (to wit) the Nineteenth Day of October, in the 
Year Iuft mentioned, with force and Arms, &c. Upon tne high Sea, ina 
certain place, diftine about live Leagues trom Porto-Maria-Bay, in the {aid 
Hilind ot Jamaica, and within the Juridiétion of this Court, did Piratically 
Feloniouliy, and inan Hoftile manner, Shoot ar, fet upon, and take, a cer- 
tain Scooner, of an unknown Name, whereof ene Thomas Spenlow was 
M.fter, then being, a Scooner of certain Perfons, Subjects of our {uid Lord 
the King (to the Reeifter atotefaid unknown) and then and there, Pirati- 
cally, Felonioufly, and in an Hoftile manner, did make an Affaule, in 
and upon the faid Thomas Spenlow, and certain other Mariners (whole 
}ames tothe Regifteratorelaid are unknown) inthe fame Scooner, in che Peace 
ct God, and of our fluid now Lord the King, then and there being, and thén 
and there Pirauically and Felonioufly, did put the aforefaid Thomas Spenlow, 
vind other the Marmers of the fame Scooner,in the Scooner aforefaidjthen being, 
in Corporal lear of their Lives ; andthen and there Piratically and Felonioufly, 
did fieal, take, and carry away, the {aid Scooner, and the Appatel and Tackle of 
the fame Scooner,ofihe value of Twenty Poundsof Current Money of Famaicr. 

IV. Tuat tliey, the faid John Rackam, George Fetherfton, Richard 
Corer, John Davies, John Howel, Patrick Carty, Thomas Earl, James Dob- 
bin, and Noah Harwood, and every one of them, in the aforefaid Pirate 
Sloop being, afterwards (to wit) the Twentieth Day of Oétober, in the 
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Year laft mention'’d, with Force and Arms, &<. upon the high Sea, at a cera 
tain Place, diftant, about one League from Dry-Harbour-Bay, inthe Ifland of 
famaica, aforefaid and within the Jurifdiétion of this Court, did Piratically, 
Felonioufly, and in an Hoftile manner, fet upon, board, and enter, a cer- 
tain Merchant Sloop called the Mary, then being a Sloop of certain Perfons 
(to the Regifter aforefaid unknown) whereof Thomas Dillon Mariner was 
Matter ; and then and there, did make an Affaulr, in and upon the faid 
‘Thomas Dillon, and certain other Mariners (whofe Names to the Regifter a- 
forefaid are unknown) in the fame Sloop, called the Mary, in the Peace of 
God, and of our faid now Lord the King, then and there being, and then and 
there, Piratically, and Felonioufly, did put the aforefaid Thomas Dillon, and 
other the Mariners of the fame Merchant Sloop, calledthe Mary, in the faid 
Sloop called the Mary then being, in Corporal Fear of their Lives ; and chen 
and there Piratically, and Felonioufly, did fteal, take, and carry away, the 
{aid Sloop Mary, and the Apparel and Tackle of the fame Sloop, of the 
Value of Three hundred Pounds, of Current Money of Jamaica. 

| William Norris, Reg’. 


Afterwards the Prifoners were feverally asked by the Regifter, What they 
had to fay? Whether they were Guilty of the Piracies, Robberies and Felo- 
nies, or any of them, in the aforefaid Articles mentioned, which had then 
been read untothem e Or not Guilty ? : 

‘Whereto they all of them feverally pleaded, Not Guilty. 

Then the Regifter did ‘call and produce Witnefles, to prove the faid Ar- 
ticles, and Charge againft the Prifoners ; Who, being duly {fworn, were ex- 
amined by His Excellency the Prefident, and the Court, in the Prifoners pre- 
fence, and depofed as follows, viz. 

Thomas Spenlow, ot Port-Royal, in the Ifland of Jamaica Mariner, Ma- 
fier of the Scooner in the Third Article mentioned, depofed, That to the 

' beft of his Remembrance, on or about the Nineteenth Day of O¢fober laft, 
being on the high Seas, in the aforefaid Scooner, he met with a Sloop which 
fired a {mall Arm at him; whereupon he brought too, being afraid, and then 
the Sloops Crew (being the Prifoners at the Bar) boarded him, and took 
him ; and took out of his faid Scooner, Fifty Rolls of Tobacco, and Nine 
Bags of Piemento, and kept him in their Cuftody about Forty eight Hours, 
and then let him and his Scooner depart, and go where he would. 

And the faid Thomas Spenlow, being ask’d, by the Court, what he knew 

of the taking of Thomas Dillon’s Sloop, in the Fourth Article mention'd, he 
an{wer'd, That he faw the Prifoners atthe Bar, in their own Pirate Sloop, 
attack Dillon’s Sloop, fired {everal great Guns at her, and afterwards board- 
ed her, and took her, and carried her with them to Sea. 
Then Peter Cornelian and Yokn Befneck, Two other Witnefles, were pro- 
duced, but being Frenchmen, and not {peaking Englifh ; James Burr Efq3 
was {worn Interpreter, and afterwards the {aid Peter Cornelian and Gort Bef- 
neck were {worn, to give Evidence againft the Prifoners at the Bar; And be- 
ing asked by the Court, What they knew of Spenlow’s Scooner, and Dil- 
lon’s Sloop being taken by the Prifoners at the Bar; they both declared to 
the fame Effe& with Spenloz : | | 

And further added, That they were taken off the Shoar of the Ifland of 
Hifpaniola in America, (as they were hunting wild Hog) by the Prifoners ac 
the Bar, in a Canoa or Pettiago, and afterwards were by them put on Board 
a Sloop at Sea, commanded by one Rackam, the Prifoner at the Bar, and 
forced by him and his Crew to go with them. . 

Then the Regifter called James Spatchears of Port-Royal aforefaid Mariner ; 
who, being {worn, depofed, That one Captain Bonnevie, and one sage 
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Gonathan Barnet, filing in Company towards Negril-point, atthe Welt-end 
of Jamaica, (bound ona Trading Voyage tothe South-Keys on the Ifland 
of Cuba) Captain Bonevie's Sloop being headmoft, lay by, ‘till Capt. Bar- 
net's Sloop came up: Then Bonevie told Barnet, he faw a Sloop lie in wich 
the Shoar, which fired a Gun; whereupon Captain Barnet gave Chale to 
the Sloop which fo fired a Gun, and about Ten a Clock at Night came up 
with her, and hailed her ; whereto fome of the faid Sloops Company an- 
{wer'd, ‘Foln Rackam {rom Cuba ; then Barnet bid him ftrike immediately, 
co the King of England's Colours ; upon which, fome Body anfwer'd from 
the {aid Sloop, (but who, by Name, the Deponent could not tell, it being 
very dark) That they would ftrike no Strikes, and immediately fired a 
Swivil Gun (as :he Deponent believ’d) at Barnet’s Sloop ; whereupon Bar- 
met order’d his Men to fire a Broad-fide and Volley of Small-{hot at the faid 
S.oop, which they did, and carried away the Enemy's Sloops Boom, and 
then they called to Barnet for Quarter, which he gave them, and afterwards 
wok the {aid Sloop and Dillon's Sloop, which they had betore taken, and was 
then in their Cuftody, and put all the Mena-fhoar at Davis’s-Cove,on the Ifland 
of Famaica, and delivered them to Major Richard Fames (a Militia-Officer) 
who procured a Guard, in order to carry them to Spani/h-Tows Goal, as 
the Deponent heard and believ’d: And further depofed, That all the Prifo- 
ners at the Bar were either on Board the faid Pirate Sloop, or Dillon's Sloop, 
at the Time of the Capture by Capt. Barnet. 

Atter the Wicnefles had feverally been examined, His Excellency the Pre- 
fident, asked every one of the Priloners, if they had any Defence to make, 
or any Witnefles to be {worn on their behalf ; or if they would have any of 
the Witnefles, who had been already {worn, crofs-examined ; that if they 
would, they fhould propofe and declare to the Court what Queltions they, 
or any of them, would have asked? If they had any, the Court, or himfelt, 
would interrogate them @ Whereto they all of them anfwered, That they 
had no Witnetles, That they had never committed any Acts of Piracy, That 
their Defign was againft the Spaniards, and other fuch-like frivolous and 
trifling Excufes. | 

Then the Prifoners were taken away from the Bar, and put into fafe Cuftody, 
and all the Audience and Standers by withdrew from the Court, except the 
Regifter. 

Thomas Bernard Efq; (one of the Commiffioners ) withdrew from the 
Court, by Reafon his Son lay Dying: 

Then the Court-Houfe Doors were fhut, and His Excellency the Prefident, 
and Commiffioners then fitting, took the Evidence which had been given a- 
gainft the Prifoners into Confideration ; and having maturely and deliberarely 
confidered thereof, and of the Prifoners Cafe, all the Commilfioners then 
fitting; and his Excellency the Prelident, unanimoufly agreed, That Fohn 
Rackham, Ceorge Fetherfion, Richard Corner, Jobn “eal a Howell, Patrick 
Carty, Thomas Earl, James Dobbin, and Noah Harwood, were all of them 
Guilty, of the Piracies, Robberies and Felonies, charged againft them, in 
the Third and Fourth Articles (of the aforefaid Articles.) ; 

Then the Court-Houfe Doors being opened, the Prifoners before named 
were fet at the Bar, and his Excellency the Prefident acquainted them, one 
after another, That the Court had unanimoufly found them all Guilty of the 
Piracy, Robbery, and Felony, charged againft them, inthe Third and Fourth 
Article of the atorefaid Articles, which had been exhibited againftthem : And 
being feverally asked, Whetherthey, orany of themhad any Thing to fay or 
offer, Why Sentence of Death fhould not pafs upon them, for their faid Of- 
* fences ? And they, nor any of them offering any Thing material; His Ex- 
cellency the Prefident pronounced Sentence of Death upon them in the Words 
pollowing; vWepeeeee Ee You 


a. a 
| 
== 


ad 


pales) |. \4 Sorgeee ra get Be Ca ee eee ee LAM oncet oleh | oe Pra a 
mNI 7 Ty @! \ tT LL, l ax i a ATrirr ry & | | | an rr r\ / os va 
Jigitised D Y the National Libra Y Ol Jamaica 


14 


( 12) 
Y OU John Rackam, George Fetherfton, Richard Corner, Jolin Davics, John 


Howel!, Patrick Carty, Thomas Earl, James Dobbin, and Noah Harwood, are 
to go from hence to the Place from whence you came, and trom thence to the Place 


of Execution; where you, fhall feverally be hanged b y the Neck, ‘till you are feve- 
rally Dead. | 


And God of His infinite Mercy be merciful to every one of yotr Souls, 


Then the Court adjourn’d "till to morrow Morning Nine 
of the Clock in the Forenoon. 


— RES TERN IS: & RRS 


Thurfday, November the 17th, 1720. 


COURT met according to Adjournment. 


Court called, by making Proclamation Three feveral Times. 


mor E.S.E wT, 
His Excellency Sir Nicholas Lawes Kuizhe, 
PRESIDENT. 


Yames Archboula Captain Vernon, 
ohn Sadler | Captain Davers, 
Ezekiel Gomerfall\Efq'\| Richard Mill, \efors; 
Samuel Moor Robert Batlle, 
William Nedbam Giles Difton, 





Then Thomas Brown, alias Bourn, and Fohn Fenwick, were fet at the 
Bar , and were told by the Regifter to liften to their Charge. 


Then the Regifter exhibited Articles againft them ; which he read in the 
following Words, viz. 


Famaica ff. 

ARTICLES Exhibited at anHigh Court of Admiralty, held at the Towa 
of St. Jago de laVegain the faid Ifland, the Sevnteenth Day of Novem- 
ber, an the Seventh Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord Gecrve, 
by the Grace of God, of Great Brittain, France and Ireland, King, 
and of Jamaica Lord, Defender of the Faith, &c. By Virtue of a 
Commffion, from His faid Majefty King George, under the Great 
Seal of Great Brittain, bearing Date, the Third Day of April, in the 
Fourth Year of His faid Majefty’s Reign, iflued purfuant to an Act of 
Parliament, made in Great Brittain inthe Eleventh Year of the Reign 
of our late Sovereign Lord King William II. (and fince made per- 
petual) Entituled, [An Act for the more Effectual furprefjion of Fivecy| 
for the trying, hearing, determining, and adjudging, of all Piracies, 
Feionies, and Robberies, committed in or upon the Sea, or in any 
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Haven, River, Creek, or Place where the Admiral or Admiralss 
have Power, Authority, or Jurilasction, betore His Excellency sit 
Nickotas Laives Knut. Captain General and Governor in Chief of out 
{aid now Lord the King, in and over this His Majelty’s Mland of Ja- 
maica, and the Territories thereon depending in Amertca, Chancellor 
and Vice-Admiral of the fame, &c. And others, Commithoners, ap- 
ointed, in and by the fatd Commiuthon, by Wiliam Norris Eig; Ke- 
iter ofthe faid Court, duly appointed and fworn, againlt Themas Brown, 
alias Bourn, late of the Parish of Wejimerland, in the faid Ifland of 
Jamaica, Yeoman, and Fobx Fenwick, late of the County of Ner- 
thumberland in Great Britain, Mariner, tor Piracy, Felony, and Rob- 
bery, by them committed on the ligh Sea in America, and within 

the Jurildiction of this Court, /%z. 


I THAT they, the fid Thomas B:own, alias Bourn, and John Fenwick, end 
each of them, natural Lorn Subjeéts ot our taid now Lord the King, with divers other 
Perfons, (whofe Names to the Regifter aforefaid are unknown ) in a certain Sloop, of 
an unknown Name, being, on the Seventeenth Day of June, in the Year of our Lord, 
One ‘Thoufand Seven Hundred and ‘Twenty, with Force and Arms, &c. upon the high 
Sea, at a certain place, dillane abour Two Leagues from the [land ot Hfpaniols in 
America, and within the Jurifdiétion of this Court, did, P.ratically, aud felonoutly, 
fer upon, board, break, and enter, a certain Merchant Scooner, cailed the Neptune, 
then being, aScooner, belonging to certain Perlons, Subjects of our laid now Lord 
the King, ( whofe Names to the Reeifter atorelaid are unknown ) andthen, and there, 
Piracicaliy, and Felonoufly, did make an Affaulr, inand upon, Thomas Spenlow, late ot 
Port-Reyal in the Ifland of Jamaica atorclaid Mariner, and certain other Perfons, 
Mariners (whofe Names to the Regilicratorefaid are unknown) in the fame Merchane 
Scooncr, in the peace of God, and of our taid Lord the King, and Subjects of our faid 
Lord the King, then and there being, and then, and there, Piracically, and Feionoufly, 
did put the aforefaid ‘Thomas Spenlow, and the faid other Mariners, Subjcccs of our 
faid Lord the King, in the Scooner atoretaid, thenand there being, in corporal tear of 
ther. Lives; And then and there, within the Jarisdi€tion aforelaid, Fe.omoufly, and 
Piratically, did Steal, take, and carry away, from the faid Thomas Speniow, and the 
fd otner Mariners, Subjects of our faid now Lord the King, the faid Merchant Seco- 
ne , Called the Neptune, and her Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, of the Value of bitty 
Pounds ot Current Moncey of Jamaica, and aifo Ten Negroe Slaves,ot che vale of Tiree 
hinedred Pounds of like. currene Money, in the poileffion of the fa d Thomas Speniow, 
and the faid other Mariners, Subjects of our faid now Lord the King, then being, and 
being the Scooner, Goods, and Chartels, of the Subjects of our faid now Lord the 
King, (whole Names to tne Regitter atorefaidare unknown ) againft the Peace ot our 
juia now SovereiynLord the King, his Crown, and Dignity. 


William Norris, Reg’. 


Afterwards the Prifoners were feverally asked by the Regifter, What they 
had to fay 2 Whether they were guilty of the Piracies, Robberies, and Fe- 
lanies, or any of them, inthe aforefaid Artucle mentioned, which had then 
been read unto them; or not Guilty ? 

Whereto both of them pleaded, not Guilty. _ 

Then the Regifter did call, and produce, Witnefles to prove the {aid Ar- 
ticle, and Charge, againft the PrHoners; who, being duly {worn, were exa- 
mined by His Excellency the Prefident, and the Court, in the Prifoners Pre- 
fence, and depos’d as follows, viz. 

Thomas Spenlow Mariner, Mafter of the Scooner Named in the afore- 
faid Article, depofed, and faid, That about the middle of the Month of 
Sune laft paft, he being in his Scooner, off of the Ifland of Hifpaniola in 
America, was fired at, by a Sloop, who afterwards hoifted a Spanifh Pendant; 
whereupon he brought to ; then the Sloop withthe Spanifh Pendant siapeo 
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and took his {aid Scooner, with Ten Negroes on Board: And further de- 
poled, That about Two Hours atterwards, the faid Sloop, and Scooners, 
were taken by His Majefty’s Ship of War, the May, Commadore Vernon 
Commander; And that John Fenwick, the Prifoner at the Bar, was on 
Board the faid Sloop, when fhe took the Deponens, and his Scooner ; bue 
was not certain whether the ocher Prifoner at the Bar, called Thomas Brown, 
was on Board the Sloop or not. | 

Then the Priloners, being asked by His Excellency, Whether they were 
on Board the laid Sloop, at the Time that fhe boarded and took the Scooner, 
ornote They bothot them anlwer'd, That they were on Board her. 

Mr. Colen, depoled, and faid the fame as Speatsw had declared, and that 
Fenteic?, ore ot the Prifoners atthe Bar, was on Board the Sloop at the Time 
of the Capture of the Scooner, and believed, That the other Priloner at 
the Bar was allo on Board the Sloop, but was not certain. 

Wiliam Stale depoled, and laid, That bo.h che Priloners at the Bar were 
on Board the Spanifh sloop, when fhe was taken by the Mary Men of War 

Atter the Wirnefles had fevera!ly been examined, His Ixcellency the 
Preficent, asked the Prifoners, if they had any Defence to make, or 
any Wi:nefles to be fwoin on their bebalt ; or if they would have any of 
the Witnefles, who had been alieady tworn, crols-examined; that it they 
would, they fhould propole and deciare to the Court what Queltions they, 
or eitherof them, would have ashed¢ and that if they bad any, tne Court, or 
himielt, would interrogare chem e@ Whereto they both entwer'd, Chat they 
had nothing to fay for themifelves, nor had any Wisnelles to produce. 

Then the Prifloners were taken away from the Bur, and put into fate Cuftody, 
and ail che Audience and Standers by withdrew from the Court, except the 
Regifter. 

Then the Court-Houfe Doors were fhur, and His Excellency the Prefident, 
and Conmmiffioners then fitting, took the Evidence which had been given a- 
paint the Prifoners into Conlideration ; and having maturely and deliberarely 
confidered thereof, and of the Circumftances of the Prifoners Cale, all the 
Commniiflioners then fitting, and his Excellency the Prefident, unanimoufly 
agreed, That Zromas Brown, alias Bourn, ad Joln Fenwick, were both of 
them Guilty, of the Piracy, Kobbery, and Felony, charged againtt them, 
in the fuid Article. 

Tien the Court-Houfe Doors being opened, the Prifoners before-named 
were fet at the Bar, and his Excellency the Prefident, acquainted them, ‘Thae 
the Court had unanimoufly found them both Guilty of the Puacy, Robbery, 
and Felony, charged againft them, inthe faid Article. 

Then His Excellency the Pretident, asked them, Whether they, or either of 
them, had any Thing to fay, or offer, Why Sentence of Death fhould not pafs 
upon them, for their faid Otfences 2 And they having nothing to fay, His 
Excellency the Prefident, pronounced Sentence of Death upon them in the 
Words foilowing, vis. 


YOU Thomas Brown; alias Bourn, and John Fenwick, ave to go from 
hence to the Place from whence you came, and from thence tothe I’lace of 
I'xcecution ; where you, and each of you, ave to le hang'd by the Neck, 
"till you ave feverally Dead. 


And GOD of Hisinfinite Mercy be merciful to both of your Souls. 


Then the Court adjourn’d ’till Monday the 
~ Twenty eighth Day of November Inftanc. 


On 
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On Friday the 1Sch Day of November 1720. Five of the faid Condemn'd 
Pirares, wig. Capt. John Rackam, George Fetherfton, Matter, hichard Corner 
Quarter-Mafter, Fobn Davies and Joby Howell, were executed, at Gallows-Point, 
at the Town of Port-Royal, according to the atorefaid Sentence ; and the Bodies 
of Kackam, Fetherfton and Corner, were afterwards carried to I lumb-pornt, 
Bufh-Key, and Gun-Key ; where they were hung on Gibbits in Chains, for 
a publick Example, and to terrify others from fuch-like evil Practices. 

And the next Day, Noah Harwood, James Dobbin, Patrick Carty, and ‘Thee 
mas Earl, were executed, at the Town of King/lon. 

And on Monday following, Thomas Brown, alias Bourn, and John Fene 
wick, were alfo executed at Gallows-poine, at Port-Royal aforefaid, 


CESS TENE SHIKARI hr COR SAH CSR 


Monday, November the 28th, 1720. 


COURT met according to Adjournment. 


Court called, by making Proclamation Three feveral Times. 


PR ESE N T, 
His Excellency Sir Nicholas Lawes Kuichr, 
PRESIDENT. 


Thomas Bernard Captain Vernon 
Fames Archbould aptain Davers, 
Sohn Sadler Kichard Ml, \efars, 


fzekicl Gomer fall Eiq* Robert Battle, 
Samuel Moor | Giles Difton, 
William Nedham,; 


Edward Pennant Efquire, 


One of the Commiflioners named in His Majefty’s faid Com- 
mufiion, took the Oath dire@ted to be taken in the afore- 
faid Act of Parliament of the Eleventh and Twelfth 

of King William the Third. 


Then the Prifoners, Mary Read, Ann Bonny, alias Bonn, were brought 

tothe Bar ; and were told by the Regifter to hearken to their Charge. 
Then the Regifter exhibited Articles againft them ; which he read to them 

in the following Words, viz. | 


Samaica ff. 

ARTICLES Exhibited at anHigh Court of Admiralty, held at the Town 
of St. Jago de la Vega in the faid Ifland, the Twenty eighth Day of No- 
vember, in the Seventh Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord 

| Georges 
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Gecrge, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, 
and of Jamaica Lord, Detcnder ot the Faith, &c. By Virtue of a 
Commilion, trom His faid Majefty King George, under the Great 
Seal of Great Britain, bearing Date, the Third Day of April, in the 
Fourth Year of His laid Mayelty’s Reign, iilued purtuant to an Act of 
Parliamenr, made in Great Briaain in the Eleventh Year of the Keign 
of our late Sovereign Lord King William MI. (fince mace per 
petual) Entisuled, [dm act for the move Effectuct lurpreffion of F ivacy) 
tor the trying, hearing, determining, and adjudging, of all Piracies, 
Felonies, and Robberies, committed in or upon the Sea, or in any 
Haven, Kiver, Creek, or Place, where the Admiral or Admirals, 
have Power, Authority, or Juritdiction, beiore His Excellency Sir Ni- 
chelss Latmes, Kt.Capt. General end Governor in Chief, of Our faid Lord 
King George, in and over this His Muyelty’s Iflsnd of Siamaica, and 
the Territories thereon depending in America, Chancellor and Vice- 
Admiral of the lame, ce. And others, Commiflioners sppointed, in - 
and by the faid Commition, by Wiliam Nervts Elg; Regilter of the 
{aid Court, duly appointed and {woin, againft Mery Kecd, and Ann 
Lenny, alias Bonn, lave ot the Il.nd of Frevidence Spintters, tor Piracies, 
Felories, ind Kobberies comitted by them,on the High Sea, and within 
the Jurisdiction of this Court, vez. 


1. That they, the faid Mary Read, and Ann Bonny, alias Born, and each 
of them, on the firft Day of September, in the Seventh Year of the Keign of 
Our fuid Lord the King, that now is, upon the hi, h Sea, in a.certain Sloop 
of an unknown Name, being ; did felonioully and wickedly, conlulr, and 
apree tovether, and to and wih, John hacian, George Feiler ften, huchard 
Corner, Soln Davies, Foln Howell, Patrick Carty, “Ukcmas Fal, and Neh Har- 
qood, to rob, piunder, and tuke, all fuch Perfons, as well SubjeGts of Our 
{aid Lord the King, that now is, as others, in Peace and Amity with Fis 
faid Majefty, which they jhould meet with on the high Sea; and in Execu- 
dion of their faid Evil Defigns, afterwards (co wit) on the Third Day of 
September, in the Year Jatt menuoned, with Force and Arms, Gc. upon the 
high Sea, in a certain Place, diftant about Two Lea-ues from Harbour- 
Ifind in America, and within the Jurisdiction of this Court, did piraucally, 
felonioufly, and in an hoftile manner, attack, engage, and take, Seven cer- 
tain Fijhine-Boats, then being, Boats of certain Perfons, Subjects of our faid 
now Lord the King, (to the Regifter atorelaid unknown ) and then and there, 
Piratically, and Felonioutly, did make an Aflault, inandupon, certain Filhermen, 
Subjc éts of our {aid Lord the King, (whofe Names to the Regifler Morefiid 
gre unknown ) in the fame Fifhing-Boats, in the peace of God, and of our Laid 
now Lord the King, then and there being, and then and there, Piratically, and 
Feloniofly, did put the atorefaid Fifhermen, in the faid Filhing-Boats then be- 
ing, in Corporal Fear of their Lives; and then and there, piratically and fe- 
lonioufly, did fleal, take, and carry away, the Fish, and Fifhing-Tacl le, 
of the value of Ten poundr, of Current Money of Jamaica, the Goods and 
Charels of the aforefaid Filhermen, then and there upon the high Sea afore- 
{id, in the atorefaid place, about two Leagues diftant trom Harbour-Ifland te 
forefaid, and within the Jurifdiction aforefaid, being found, in the faid Filhing- 
Boats, in the Cuftody and Poileffion of the {aid Filhermen, from the fiid 
Lifhermen, and from their Cuftody and Pofletlion, then and there, upon the 
high Sea aforelaid, in the place aforefaid, diftant about two Deagues frem 
Harbour Iland aforefaid, and within the Jurifdietion aloreluid, Teg 
, LIE AMANIG ALOLE Dans that 
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Il. Tuat afterwards, to co’, The trft Day of O&ober, in the Yeer 
lat mentioned, they, the faid Mary Read, and alin Bory, alias Bonn, 
and each of them, in the fad Pirsie Stoop being, by Force and 
Arms, &c. Upon the hieh Sea, ia a certain place, diftane abour three 
Leagues trom the Hland of Hifpaniola in America ; and wnhin the Jurildic- 
tion of this Court, did Piratically, and Felonioufly, fet upon, Shoo: ar, and 
take, nwocertain Merchant Sloops,then being,Sloops of certain Perfons, Sub ects 
of our faid Lord the King (co the alorefaid Kegilter unknown) and (hen and 
there, Piratically, and Felonioufly, did make an Aflaulr, in and upon, one 

ames Dobbin, and certain other Mariners (whole Names to the Regifier 
alorelaid are unknown) inthe fame Merchant Stoops, in the peace of God, 
andoft our faid now Sovereign Lord the King, then and there beinz, and when, 
and there, Piratically, and lelonioufly, did put, the atforefaid Mariners, of the 
fame two Merchant Sioops, in the atorefaid two MerhanrSloops then being, 
in Corporal fear of their Lives, and then and there afterwards, co wit, “Tie 
faid fit Day of October, in the Year laft mentioned, upon the high Sea, 
inthe place atorefaid, diftant about three Leagues fiom Filpaniola aterefaic, 
in America aforefaid, and within the Juritdi¢tion aforelaid, Pirauicly snd 
Felonioufly, did fteal, tal.e, and carry away, the faid two Merchant 
Sloops, and the Apparrel and Tackle of the fame Sloops, of the Value of 
One Thoufand Pounds of Current Money of Jamuatea. 

lil. Trar they, the faid Mary Read, and Anne Bonny, elias 
Bonn, and each of them, in the faid Pirace Sloop being, atterwards 
(co wit) the Nineteemh Day of Ociober, in the Year lift) men- 
tioned, with Force and Arms, &c. Upon the high Sea, at a certain 
place, diftane about Five Leagues from Voitce-Mari)-Pay, in the IMiand 
of Janmvaica aforefaid, and within the Juridictionot this Cours, did Piraticaiuy, 
Felonioufly, and in an Hoftile manner, Shoot at, fet upon, and take, a cer- 
tain Scooner, of an unknown Name, whereof one ‘Thomas Spenlow was 
Maufter, then being, a Scooner of certain Perfons, Subjecis of our fad Lord 
the King (to the Regifter atorefaid unlnown) and then and there, Pirate 
cally, Feloniowlly, and in an Hoftile manner, did make an Allaule, in 
and uponsthe faid Thomas Spenlow, and certain other Mariners (whole 
Names tothe Regifter atorefaid are unknown) inthe fame Scooner, in the Peace 
of God, and of our faid now Lord the King, then and there being, and thea 
and there Piratucally and Pelonioully, did pur the atorefatd Thomas Spenlow, 
and other Mariners of the fame Scooner,in the Scooner aforefiid,chen bein, 
in Corporal Fear of their Lives ; and then and there Pirstically and Felonioufly, 


did feal, take, and carry away, the {aid Scooner, and the Apparel and Tackle of 


the fame Scooner, of the value of Pwenty Poundsot Cur rent Money of Samat-a. 
IV. Thatthey, the faid Mary Read, and Aan Bonny, alias Bonn, and ecch of 
them,intheaforefaid PirateSloop being, atterwards(to wit )the zathDoy of Odio. 
inthe Year Jaft mention’d, with Force and Arms,&c. upon the high Sea, ata cer- 
tain Place, diftant, about one League from Dry-Harbour-Bay, inihe Il nd of 
Famatca, aforefaid, and within the Jurifdiction of this Courr, did Piratically, 
Felonioufly, and in an Hoftile manner, fet upon, board, and enter, a cer- 
tain Merchant Sloop, called the Mary, then being a Sloop of certain Per {ons 
(to the Regifter aforefaid unknown) whereof Ihemas Dillon Marincr wes 
Mafter ; and then and there, did make an Affiulr, in and upen the faid 
Thomas Dillon, and certain other Mariners (whole Names to ihe Recifer o- 
forefaid are unknown) in the fame Sloop, called the Mary, in the Pe ce of 
God, and of our faid now Lord the King, then and there being, and ther and 
here 


- 
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there, Piratically, and Felonioufly, did put the aforefaig Thomas Dillon, and 
other the Mariners of the fame Merchant Sloop, cailedthe Mary, in the {sid 
Sloop called the Mary then being, in Corporal Fear of their Lives; aud then 
and there Piraticaily, and Feloniouily, did fteil, tke, and carry away, the 
faid Sloop Mary, and the Apparel and Tackle of the fame Sioop, of the» 
Vaiue of Three hundred Pounds, of Curren: Money of Gamaica. 


Wilham Norris, Reg. 


After the Articles were read, the Prifoners were feverally asked by the 
Regifter, What they hed to fay @ Whether they were Guilty of the Piracies, 
Robberies and Felonies, o: any of them, in the faid’ Articles mention’d, 
Which had then been read unto them 2 Or nor Guiry ? | 

Whereto they both of them pleaded, Not Guilly. 

Then the Regifter did call and produce Wiinefles, to prove the faid Ar- 
ticles, and Charge againft the Prifoners ; Who, being duiy fworn, were ex- 
amined by His Excellency the Pretident, and the Court, in the preience and 
hearing of the Prifoners; And they depofed as toilows, us. 


Dorothy ‘Ihomas depofed, That fle, beinz in a Canoa at Sea, with fome 
Stock and Provifions, at the North-fide of ‘J -marca, was tahen by a Sloop, 
commanded by one Caprzin Raci.ani (as fhe afte: wards hesrd;) wiao took out 
of the Canoa, moftof the Ih:ngs that were in ner: And further faid, That 
the Two Woinen, Piifoners at the Bar, were then on Board the laid Sloop, 
and wore Mens Jackets, and long Trouzer:, and Hondkerchiefs tied about 
their Heads; and that each of them had a Macher and Piftol in their Hands, 
and curled and {wore at the Men, to mur:her the Deponent; and chat they 
fhould hill her, to prevent her coming againft them ; and the Deponent tur- 
ther faid, That the Reafon of her knowing and beieving them to be Wo- 
menthen was, by the largene{s of their Bre. fts, 

Thomas Spenlom, being {vorn, depofed, Vhat when he was taken by 
Rackam, the two Women, Priloners at the Bar, were then on Board Racham’s 
Sloop. | 

John Befueck, and Peter Cornelian, two Frenchmen, were produced as Wit- 
nefles, againit the Prifeners at the Bar, and were {worn. 

Mr. son Clarke was {wern Interpreter ; 

Then the faid Two Witnefles declared, That the , Two Women, Pri- 
foners at the Bar, were on Board Rackam’s Sloop, at the Time that spenlozw’s 
Scooner, and Dillcz’s Sloop, were taken by Rackam ; That they were very 
active on Board, and willing to do any Thing ; That slum Bony, one of the. 
Prifoners at the Bar, handed Gun-powder to the Men, That when they faw 
any Vefle!, gave Chafe, or Attacked, they wore Men’s Cloaths ; and, at 
other Times, they wore Women’s Cloaths ; That they did not feem to be 
kept, or detuin’d by Force, but of their own Free-Will and Confent. 

I keias Dillon, being {worn, declared, That on or about the Twentieth 
Day of Ofuder lft, le was lying at Anchor, with the Sloop Mary and Sarahs 
whereot he was Mafter, in Dry-Harbour, in Jamaica ; and thata ftrange 
Sloop came into the faid Harbour, which fired a Gun at the Deponent’s 
Sioep ; whereupon the Deponent and his Men went afhoar, in order to 
de'end themfelves, and Sloop ; And that after {everal Shot had been fired at 
them, by the faid Sloop, the Deponent hailed them, andone Fet/er ton (as the 
Deponent believ’d)anfwer'd, That they were Englith Pirates, and that they need 
not be afraid, and delired the Deponent to come on Board; whereuponthe De- 
ponent went on Board,and foundthat the Lid Sloop was commanded by oneJohna 
Rackam ; atterwards the faid Rackam,and his Crew, took the Deponent’s Sor 

an 
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and her Lading, and carried her with them to Sea; and further id, That the 
twoWomen, rifoners at the Bar, were then on Board Rackam’s Sleop; and 
that Ann Lonny, one of the Prifoners at the Bar, hada Gun in her Hane, 
That they were both very proiligate, curling and {wearing much, and very 
ready and wiiling to do any Thing on Board. 

Atterthe aforetatd Witnefles had feveraily been examined, His Excellency 
the Prelidenc, asked both the Prifoners atthe Bar, ifthey, or either ot them, had 
any Defence to make, or any Witnetles to be {worn on their behalf ;.or itthey 
would have any of the Witneffes, who had been already iworr, crofs exa- 
mined; shat it they would, they fhould propoie and declire to the Court 
what Queftions they, or eitherot them, would have ashed * 2nd it they had 
any, tne Court, or himfelf, would interrogate them? Whereto they both pf 
them aniwer'd, That they had no Witneiles, nor any Queftions to ask. 

Vhenthe Priloners were taken away from the Bar, and put into fate Cuftady, 
and all che Seanders by withdrew trom the Court, except the Regier. ~ 

Atterwards His Excellency the Preficent, and Commitfioner:, then fitting, 
tool: che Evidence which had been given againft the Prifoners imo Confidera- 
tion; and having maturely, and deiiberately, contidered thereof, and of the 
Circumftances of the Prifoners Cale, all the Commiuflioners then fitting, and 
his Lacellency the Prefident, unanimoully agreed, That Mary Kead, and 
Arn Lorry, alias Bonn, were both of them Guilty, of the Piracies, Kob- 
tories, and Felon’es, charged againft them in the Third and Four:h Articies, 
of the Articles atforefaid. 

Then the Prifoners before-named were brought back to the Bar, and His 
Excellency the Pretfidenr, acquainted them, That the Court had unanimoutly 
found them both Guilty of the Piracies, Robberies, and Felonies, charged a- 
gait them, in the Third and Fourth Articles, of the Articles which had been 
Exhibited againft them. 

And being feverally asked, Whether they, or either of them, had 
any ‘Thing to fay, or offer, Why Sentence of Death thould nar pafs upon them, 
for their faid Otfenees 2? And they, nor either of them, offering any Thing 
materisl, His Excellency the Prefident, pronounced Sentence of Death upon 
them in the Words foilowing, v2. 


YOU Mary Read, avd Ann Bonny, alias Bonn, are to £0 from 
hence to the Flace from whence you came, and from thence to the L lice of 
Execution; where yott, fhall be feverally hang’d by the Necly ’till yet 
are fcverally Dead. 

Ard GO D of His infinite Mercy be merciful to both of your Souls. 


_ After Judgment was pronounced, as aforefaid, both the Prifoners inform’d 
the Court, that they were both quick with Child, and prayed that Execu- 


tion of the Sentence might be ftayed. 
Whereupon the Court ordered, that Execution of the {aid Sentence fhould 


be refpiied, and that an Infpection fhould be made. 


Then the Court adjourn’d ’till Monday the 
Nineteenth Day of December next 


St. 
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: St. Jago de la Vega, 
Monday, December the toth, 17420. 


The COURT met according to Adjournment. 


Court called, by making Proclamation Three feveral Times. 


P Roms ENS 
Fis Excellency Sir Nicholas Lawes Knight, 
PRESIDENT. | 


James Archbould) | \\Caprain Vernon 


r ’ Efars. 
Richard Mill, JP 
" - ‘ eri (ic lad 4 V4 
Wilham Nedbani | cule el 


His Excellency deliver'd two Pipers to the Regifter, which he had 
receivd from the Lords Comnitioners of the Admuraliy, and are as 
follows, Uc. 


-O ALL CHRISTIAN PEOPLE, To whom this prefent Publick Wri- 
ting shall come,Greenng ; NNOW Yb, Tinat on the seventeenta Day of October, 

ity the Year of our Lord God One thoulinu Seven hundred ard twenty, before ine, 
Wilham Gandy Efquire, Mayor ot the C ty of Exon, and in the prefence of Richard 
Atkey of the fame City, Notary Pablick, by Koyal Authority Sworn, and Conftituted, 
appeared Perfonally, “‘Lhomas With of Exmonth inthe Courty of Devon Mariner, and 
Caleb Langtord, firlt and Second Mates on board the late Sip called the Expectation 
of Exos, Burthen about One hundred Tons, Andrew Norton Matter, now ina Voyace 
at Sea, George Brown and James Coleman, Sailors, beionging to tuefame; who upen 
their Oaths Voluntary taken, on the Holy Lvangeliils, doSeroufly and bona fide aftirm, 
and declare, that on the Eighth Day of June, Anno Domini 1720, They beng ina 
Fifhing Voyage at Newfoundland, inthe Latitude of 44 deg. 30 Min. they were furpri- 
fed and taken, by a Pirate Sloopot ‘Ten Guns, and Eighty five Men, as thele Aflicasants 
were Informed, catied the Fortune, of wie wats Commander, one Roberts, a Tall 
black Man, who came direétly on board him, and in a fhore time commanded their 
Crew on boatd the faig Sloop, and with Vioicnce and Threats, torced Jacob Manfon 
of Limflon inthe faid County of Devan Saipweight, and Joha Noffier of Sidbury, in 
the faid County Suilor; Two of the Crew belonging to the faid Sitp Expeetatioa, and 
well known co thefe Atvirmants, into the Service of the faid Pirate Sloop ; chat the faid 
Roberts and Crew, having Plundered the faid Ship of all her Guns and Ammunition, 
cut down her Main and Mizon-Mialls, cut a bole three footunder Water in che Scarboaid 
file of their faid Veilel, by means ot whicu, the faid Ship and Cargo foon perifhed, and 
funk inthe Sea; andchefe Affirmants being with the relt or tei Crew, on board the faid 
Pirate Sloop, were fentthe next Day tollowicg, into Newfoundland, in a Ship taken by 
tie faid Pyrates, belonging to Poole ; ane thar the above Jacob Manfon, who 1s, in chele 
fMirmants Judgments, aged about Tweaty Years, 1s of a tar Comniection, about 6 Foor 
Ligh, having a Mole about the middle of ins Thigh, and cucabove-named Joleph Nof- 
iver, who is afnore black Man, aged about Toveatylive Years, were torcibly detained 
on board the faid Purate, contrary to there Walis and Inchnatoss: And in Telutmony of 
the Truth of the Pesmulles, the faid Adliranants, have hereunio fubleribed théir Names 
in 
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In profence of me, the faid Mayor, 4nd the faid Notary Publick ; who, in Witnefs there- 
Ot, have hereunto fubleribed our Names, and icc our Publick Seals, being hereunto 
tequelted, the Day and Year avovefaid. Signed, 

Witham Gandy, Mayor. 

Richad Arkey, Notary Publick. 


A True Copy, Thomas Wifh, Caleb Langford, 
BURCHETT-. Googe Brown, James Coleman, 





Burg’ of Lanc’ ff. | 

OHN Tomfon of Lancafler Mariner, and James Thornton of the fame place, Mar- 

mer, Mafter, and Mare, of the Ship Loveot Lancafer atorelaid, co jointly, and 
rin make Oath, that on the Lighteenth Day of July lalt palt, berg on board 
the faid Vetiel, in her pailage Homewards, fiom Virginia, in the Latitude Forty th ce 
Tory tour, they were chafed by two Pirares, One a Snip of Twency Erghe Guns, and 
the other a Sivop of fixteen Guns, who caine up with them; and atter fring Three 
Guns, took them, and Plundered them, of (cveral of the Ships Stores; and cook with 
them, by Force and Compulfion, fix Mariners, belonging to the faid Ship, whofe 
Names and Perfons are herein mention’d, and delcribed, (viz) Miles Saterthwaite Car- 
penter, aged about Twenty five Years, of middle flature, black Hau, a large Nove, and 
{warthy Complect.on, Michac! Afhbucncer, aged abour Thirty bears, of miud.ec ftacure, 
Black Hair, mixed with Grey, ocationed by feveral old Scars, and mark’uinthe Face with 
the {mall Pox, Chomas Wall, aged about Twenty three Yeais, fhore and W. oau fee, 
dark Brown Hair, witha Scar in his Face, near hs Nofe, occalioned by a Burn, ben- 
jamin Woudburne, aged abeur Twenry four Years, a litle Man, tiefhevionrnd, with 
Light Hair, and afmoorti Face, Joun Jaynfon, aged abouc Twenty tour lears, 2 
little Man, with lank black Har, fwarchy Complecaon, avd a Roman Nole, and hoger 
Jackfon, sged about Twenty Yeas, a flender middle tized Man, dath brown Harr, 
anc fief Compieicton: And thefe Deponants further (ay, That after the faid Pirates had 
rolbed the {aid Ship Love, and taken the Men above-named, chey ite the luid Slup 
to make che beit of her Way homeward, and failed away. 


GJurat’ apuad’ Lane’ Pred’ 27 die Augulli 1720. yp Tompton, 
Coram Nobis Sigilli Burgr, pred etian affixat. «aes Thornton. 
Rich. Simplfon, Thomas Wefimore. 

A Tiue Copy, BURCHET. 


Then the Court adjourn’d to Mediefday the 18th Day of Jan. next, at St. Jago de la Vega. 





Wednefday, January the 18th, 1720. 


The COURT met according to Adjournment. 
Court called, by making Proclamation Three feveral Times. 
Pek’ E S Ee IT, 
Fis Excellency Sir Nicholas Lawes Awighr, 
PRESIDENT. 
Thomas Bernard IWilliam Nedham 
Edward Pennant cEt sll Robert Balle  >Efqrs. 
Jobu Gregory |Giles Difton, ¢ 


His Excellency the Prefident, publickly, in open Coutt, took the Oath dire&ed for 
him to be taken in the beforementioned Act : 

Then His Eaceliency Adminiltred the fame Oath to the Honourable the Commifio- 
ners bclore-named, then fitting, = = Ge Taco 
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Then the Cryer made Proclamation Three feyeral Times in the Words 
following, viz. 


A LL manner of Perfons that can inform this Honourable Court, now fitting, of 

any Piracies, Felonies of Robberies, comm etted in or upon the Sea, or in any 
Haven, Creek or Place in orabour this Mland, or esfiwhere inthe Welt-Indics, where 
the Admiral or Admirals of Our Sovereign Lord the Kuig hath, o. have any Power, 
Authority, or Jurifdi¢tion, Jet them come forth, na they hail be heard. 


Then Robert Deal was brought to the Bar ; and was told by the Regifter 
to heart.en to his Charge. 

Then the Regifler exhibited Articles againfthim ; which were readin the 
following Words, v2. 


Famaica ff. 

ARTICLES Exhibized ata Court of Admiralty, held at the Town 

of St.Jago dela Vegain the Mland of Janicica atorefaid, on Wedncflday 
the 18ci Day of January, in ine Seventh Yearot the Kei: nof Our Sove- 
reign Lord George,by the Grace of God,ot Great Britain, France and Ire- 
land, King, and of Jamatea Lord, Detender ot the Faith, &c. By virtue of 
a Commifion, from His laid Majefty King Georse, under the Great 
Seal of Great Dritain, besring Dute, the Third Day of April, in the 
Fourth Yedr of His laid Mijefly’s Reign, illved puriuant to an Act of 
Parliamenr, made in Great briain inthe Eleventh Year of che Reign 
of our late Sovereign Lord King Wdlram WL. (nd fince made pers 
petual) Enticuled, [i Adt for tre more Lfpeclual {ur preffion of Frvacy] 
for the trying, hearing, determining, and adjudging, of all Piracies, 
Felonies, and Robberies, comnitited in or upon the Sea, or in an 
Haven, River, Creel, or Place, where the Admiral or Admirals, of 
Our faid Sovereiyn Lord the King, hath, or have, Power, Authority, or 
Jurildiétion, betore Flis Excellency Sir Nach bos Lames, Knt. Capt. Gene- 
ral, and Governor in Chiet, of Our fiid Lord King Geerge, in and over 
this His faid Majelty’s lend of Samraica, and itie Verritories there- 
on depending in Anerica, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the 
fame, Gc. And others, Commmiflioners appointed, in and by the fuid 
Commiftion, by Willian Norris Efgs RegiMer of the faid Court, duly 
appointed and {worn, againft heles t Deal, lace of the Town and Parilh of 
Aint fion, in the faid land of Jamaica, Mariner, and one of the Crew, 
who lately belonged to acertain Pirate Biiganune or Veflel, of an 
unknown Name, then commanded by one Charles Vane, a notorious 
Pirate ; and alfo Mafter, or one of the Crew, who lately belonged 
to another certain Pirate Sloop or Veffel, of an unknown Nume, 
for Piracies, Felonies, and Robberies committed by him, ov the High 
Seas, and within the Jurisdiction of this Court. . 


I. That he, the faid Kobert Deal, on the Twenty third Day of Céfober, 
in the Fiftth Year of the Reign of Our faid Lord the King, that now is, 
upon the high Seas, ina certain Brigantine or Veflel, of an unknown Name, 
then being, commanded by one Charles Vane, a notorious Pirate, did {elont- 
oully and wickedly, confult, and agree with the faid Charles Vane, and di- 
vers other notorious Pirates, then on Board the faid Brigantine (whole Names 
to the Regifter aforefaid are unknown) To rob, plunder, and take, all fuch 
Perfons, as well Subjects of Our faid Lord the King, that now is, as others, 
in Peace and Amity with His faid Majefly, which he, the faid Hodert Deal, 
and the aforefaid Pirates, fhould meet with on the high Sea ; and in Exe- 
cution of his faid Evil Defigns, afterwards (to wit) on the Twenry a 
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Day of Odfobey, in the Year aforefaid, with Pouce and Arms, Ge. upon the 
high Sea, in a certain Place, diftant about lwo Leagues from Long- 
Hand in -inertca, and wrhin the Jurisdiction of this Court, did piraticaliy, 
felonioufly, and in an hoftile manner, atiack, fnoor at, and take, a certain 
Brigantine of Vellel, called the Endeavor, whereot one Jobs Shattock wes 
Mafter, tuen being, a Brigantine or Veilel of certain Perfons, Subjeéts of our {aid 
Lord the King, (to the Kepifter alorelaid unknown) and then and there, 
Piratically, Felonioufly, and in an hoftile manner, did make an Afluulr, in 
and upon, the faid ‘Jolv shattocé, and certain other Mariners and Perfons, 
(whole Names to the Regifter aforelaid are unknown) in the fame Brigantine, 
in the peace of God, and of our faid now Lord the King, chen and there being, 
and thenandthere,Piratically, and Felonioufly,did put the laid ‘Sols shaitock, 
and other the Mariners and Perlons, of the fame Brigantine, in the Brioan- 
tine aforefatd, called the Eadeavour, then being, in Corporal Fear of their 
-Lives; and then and there, piratically, and felonioufly, did fteal, take, and 
carry away, the faid Brigantine, with her Lading, Furniture and Apparel, 

of the value ot Two hundred pounds, of Current Money of Jamaica. 
IL Tuat afterwards, to wt, on the fixteenth Day of December, in the 
Year before mentioned, he, the faid Robert Deal, in another certain Pirate 
Sloop or Vellel, of an unknown Name, then being, and acting as Mafter 
or Commander of her, by Force and Arms, &c. Upon the high Sea, in 
a certain place, called the Bay of Honduras, in America ; and within the 
Jurifdiction of this Court, did Piratically, and belonioufly, fet upon, fhoo: 
at, and cake, a certain Merchant Sloop or Veilel, called the Pearl, whereot 
one Charles howling was then Mafter; and the fad Sloopthenbeing,a Sloop of 
certain Perfons, Subjects of our faid Lord the King (co the Kegilter aforefaid 
unknown) and thenand there, Piraticaily, and Felonioully, and in en hoftiec 
manner, did make an Affiult, in and upon, the faid Charles Nowlwe, and 
certain other Mariners and Perlons, Subjects of Our faid Lord the King 
(whofe Names to the Regifter atorefaid are unknown) in the Laid Sloop, in 
the peace of God, andof our faid now Lord the xing, then and there being, 
and then, and there, Pirarically, and Felonioufly, did put the faid Charles Raw- 
Jing, and other the Mariners, and Perfons, of the fame Sloop, in the Sloop 
aforefaid, called the Pearl, then being, in Corporal fear of their Lives, and 
then and there Piratically and Felonioully, did fteal, take, and carry away, 
the faid Sloop, with her Lading, Tackle and Apparrel, of the Wie 
Jue of One hundred Pounds of Current Money of Jamaica, again{t the 

Peace of Our faid Sovereign Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity. 
Wilhiam Norris, Reo’, 
Afterwards the Prifoner was asked by the Regifter, What he had 
to fay 2 Wherher he was guilty of the Piracies, Robberies, and Te- 
lonies, inthe aforefaid Articles mentioned, which had then been read unto 
him; or not Guilty ? 

Whereto he pleaded, not Guilty. 

Then the Regifter did call, and produce, Witnefles to prove the faid Ar- 
ticle, and Charge, againft the Prifoner; who, being duly {worn, were exa- 
mined by His Excellency the Prefident, and the Court, in tle Priloner’s Pre- 
fence, and depos’d as follows, vz. 

John Shattock, Matter of the Brigantine Endeavour, of Salem in New- 
England, depofed, That on or about the Third Day of October, 1718, he 
failed from Jamaica, in his faid Brigantine, bound tor Salem in Nezw-England, 
and on Thurfday the 23d Day of the fame Month, he met a Pirate Brigan. 
tinc of Twelve Guns, commanded by one Charles Vane; who bore down 
on lium. ) | | hoilted 
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hoifted a black Flag, and fired a Shot at him, and ordered the Deponent to hoift 
out his Boat, and come on board him, which the Deponent did; where he faw 
Robert Deal, the Prifoner at the Bar, acting as Mate of the faid Pirate Brigantine, 
and under Arms, and continued to be fo, when Opportunity offer'd, during the 
Deponent’s Confinement on board, the Pirate Brigantine; That on Saturday the 
Twenty fitth Day of the faid Month, the Deponent having been much beat 
and abuled by the faid Charles Vane, to force him to difcover if he had any 
Money on board his Veffel, and the Prifoner at the Bar being prefenc, the 
Deponent complained to bim of his hard Ufage ; the Prifoner at the Bar re- 
plied, Damn you, yeu old Dog, then tell where your Money is ; and fur- 
ther faid, If we find you in one Lye, we'll Damn you, and your Veffel al- 
fo: And further faid, That afterwards the fame Day, when the Pirates had 
done plundering and rifiing his Brigantine, they gave her to him again, and, 
Jet him depart. 

Hofea Tifdell, of the Parifh of King flon, Tavern-heeper, cepofed, That 
on or about the Third Duy of Ocfober, in she Year of Our Lord 1718. he 
failed, as a Paffenger, in the Brigantine Endeavour, Fokn Skattock Matter, 
from the Jf{land of Yamaica, bound tor Salem in New-England ; And that 
on Thurfday, the Twenty third Day of the fame Menth, they met with a 
Pirate Brigantine of Twelve Guns, commanded by one Charles Vane, off of 
Long-!ftand, who bore down on them, hoifted a black Flag, and tred a 
Shot at them ; and then ordered the faid Captain Shetteck to hoift out his 
Boat, and come on Board them; which the faid Shatieck did, the Firates 
thieatning to fire a Volley of {mall S' or into them, if they did not make 
hafte. And further depofed, That on Saturday, the Twenty fifth Day of 
the fame Month, the Pirates put the faid Captain Shattecs, on board his own 
Briginine ; and, atthe fame Time, tcok the Deponent from cn board Shat- 
tock’s Brigantine, and carried him by force on board their Pirate Brigantine, 
having firft rifled Shattock’s Brigantine, and taken out feveral Goods ;) That 
the next Morning, after the Deponent came on board the Pirate, he faw Ko- 
bert Deal, (the Prifoner at the Bar ) on board, acting as Mate of the faid Pr- 
rate Brigantine ; And further faid, That after the Pirates had fuffered Cap- 
tain Shitteck to f° from them, they refolved to cruize between Cape Mei/e 
and Cape Nicholas ; where, on or about the Twenty third Day of November 
following, they met a French Man of War, whom they attacked; during 
which Time, the Deponent obferv’d, that the Prifoner at the Bar comman- 
ded as Mate, and appeared active, and compleatly armed ; but, being beat 
off by the French Ship, the Pirates quarrelled among themfelves, and divi- 
vided their Company. 

That the Quarter-Mafter, being made Captain of their Brigantine, they 
curn'd out Charles Vane, Robert Deal, ( the Prifoner at the Bar) and Fifteen 
Men more, and putthem on Board a fmall Sloop which they had with them, 
giving them Provifions and Ammunition to provide for themfelves ; after- 
wards the Brigantine proceeded towards the Caribee-Iflands ; and in their 
Way, took and plundered two or three Veflels, one of which was a Madera 
Man, bound for Jamaica ; which, after they had plundered, they gave back 
again to the Mafter of her, and then permitted the Deponent to depart with 
him for Jamaica. 

Fokn Hill Mariner, depofed, That he, being on Board the Sloop Pearl, 
of Jamaica, Captain Charles Rowling Mafter, at the Bay of Honduras, about 
the middle of December 1718. he faw two Sloops, coming down on them ; 
and, beingat Anchor, they got ready to get under Sail; which having done, 
and the two Sloops coming near, and fliewing no Colours, Captain Rowling 
fired at them; whereupon one of the Sloops hoifted a black Flag, and 7 
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other a red Flag; and fired Three Guns each at Rowling’s Sloop ; whicfi 
Sloop, thereupon, immediately ftruck ; and Robert Deal (the Priloner ae 
the Bar) from one of the Two Sloops, called to them to bring their Boat on 
on board ; upon which Captain Rowling went into the Boar, intending to go 
on board the Sloop, from whence Robert Deal (che Prifoner at the Bar) cal- 
led, but wasordcred by the faid Deal to go on board the other Sloop ; which 
he accordingly did, one Vee being Commander of her ; and the {aid Deal 

the Prifoner at the Bar ) commanded the other Sloop, That after they were 
taken, the two Pirate Sloops, with Rowling's Sloop, their Prize, went to the I- 
fland of Bernacko,where the Deponen: was feveral timeson board Deal's Sloop; 
That Deal (the Prifoner at the Bar) aéted as Mafter, and took another Sloop 
during the Time the Deponent was Prifoner on Board him, one Capt. Wallden 
Commander, from Jamaica, going down to the Bay. : 
After the aforefaid Witnefles had feverally been examined, His Excellency 
the Prefident, asked the Prifoner at the Bar, if he had any Detence to 
make, or any Witnefles to be {worn and examined on his behalt ; or if he 
would have any of the Witnefles, who had been already {worn againft him, 
crofs-examined ; that if he would, he fhould propole and declare to the 
Court what Queftions he would haveasked ?and that if he had any, the Court, 
or himfelf, would inrerrogate them? Whereto he anfwer'd, That he had no 
Witnetfes in this Ifland, ‘That he had the King’s Pardon from the Governor of 
Frovidence, but that the fame had been taken fromy him, and torn in Pieces 
by the Pirates ; That what the Witneffes had fworn againft him was falfe. 
Then the Prifoner was taken away from the Bar, and put into fafe Cuftody, 
and all the Standers by withdrew from the Court, except the Regilter. 


Afterwards His Excellency the Prefident, and Commitfioners, then fitting, 


took the Evidence which had been given againft the Prifoner into Confidera- 
tion; and having maturely, and deliberately, confidered thereof, and of the 
Circumftances of the Prifoners Cafe, all the Cornmiffioners then fitting; and 
his Excellency the Prefident, unanimoufly agreed, That Robert Deal, was 
Guilty, of the Piracies, Roberies, and Felonies, charged againft him in the 
aforefaid Articles. | 

Then the Prifoner before-named was brought back to the Bar, and His 
Excellency the Prefidenr, acquainted him, That the Court had unanimoultly 
found him Guilty of the Piracies, Robberies, and Felonies, charged again(t 
him in the Borefaid Articles, which had been Exhibited againft him, by the 
Regifter. 

Rnd he, being asked, Whether he had any Thing to fay, or offer, Why 
Sentence of Death fhould not pafsupon him, for his faid Otfences2? And he, 
not Offering any Thing material, His Excellency the Prefident, pronounced 
Sentence of Death upon him in the Words following, viz. 


YOU Robert Deal, are to go froin hence to the Place from whence 
you came, and from thence to the Place of Execution ; where you, ure to 
be kane’d by the Neck, “till you ave Dead. 

And GOD of His infinite Mercy be merciful to your Soul. 


Then the Court adjourn’d ‘till to morrow 
Morning Eight of the Clock. 


Shortly after the faid Rolert Deal was Executed, at Gellows-Paint, at 
ys <0 iS | 
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St. Jago de la Vega, 
Thurfday, January the 19th, 1720. 


The COURT met according to Adjournment. 
Court called, by making Proclamation Three feveral Times: 


PRESENT, 
His Excellency Sir Nicholas Lawes Kuighe, 
PRESIDENT. 


Thomas Bernard 2 William Nedham 
Edward Pennant pEf sl Robert Bailhe  »€fars. 
‘john Gregory ¢ Giles Diffon, s 


| 
\ 
The Prefident and’ Commiffioners being duly fworn: | 
The Priloners, Febn Whitcomb, Kobert Sparkes, Wilham Mething, and If/l- 
liam Therpe, were brought to the Bar ; and were told by the Reyifier to 
hearken co their Charge; which he read to them, in the Words tollow- 
. Ne, Viz. 
Jamaica ff. a | 

ARTICLES Exhibited at a Court of Admiralty; held at the Town 

of St. Jago de la Vega in the Mland of Jamaica aforefaid, on Thurfday 

the 19th Day of January, in the Seventh Year of the Keign of Our Sove- 

reign Lord George,by the Grace of God,of Great Britain, France and lve- 

land, King, and of Jamaica Lord,Detender ot the Faith, &c. By virtue of 

a Commiffion, trom His faid Majelty King George, under the Great 

Seal of Great Brittain, bearing Date, the Third Day of April, in the 
Fourth Year of His faid Majefty’s Reign, iflued purfuant to an Act of 
Parliament, made in Great Brittain inthe Eleventh Year of the Reign 

of our late Sovereign Lord King William III. (and fince mace per- 

etual) Entituled, [dn Act for the more Effectual fuppreffion of I wacy] 

i the trying, hearing, determining, and adjudging, of all Piracies, 
Felonies, and Robberies, committed in or upon. the Sea, or in any 
Haven, River, Creek, or Place, where the Admiral or Admirals, of 

Our faid Sovereign Lord the King, hath,or have, Power, Authority, or 
Jurifdidtion, before His Excellency Sir Nichlas Lawes, Knt. Capt. Gene- 

ral, and Governor in Chief, of Our faid Lord King George, in and over 

this His {aid Majefty’s Ifland of Jamaica, and + Territories there- 

on depending in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the 

fame, ec; And others, Commiffioners appointed, in and by the fiid 
Commiffion, by William Norris Efg; Regilter of the faid Court, duly 
appointed and{worn, againft John Whitcomb, and Rebert Sparkes, late of 

the City of Corke, in the Kingdom of Ireland Mariners; and al{o a- 

guint William Mething, and William Thorpe, late ot the City of Briflol, 

in the Kingdom of Great Britain, Mariners, tor Confulting, Com- 
bining, and Conlederating together, and to and with divers other 

; Per- 
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Perfons, (whofe Names to the Regifter aforefaid are unknown) to 
run away with, and to make a Revolt in, a certain Ship or Veflel, 
called the dmm$ton, on the High Seas, and within the Jurisdi¢tion of 
this Court, Urs. 


J. That they, the faid obn Wrhitccmb, Robert Sparkes; William Mething; 
and Willian Itorpe, and every one of them, on the Eighth Day of Fuly, in 
the Sixth Year of the Reign of Our faid Sovereign Lord the King, that 
now is, upon the high Sea, near the Coalt of Gusnea, in Afvica, in the afore- 
faid Ship or Vetfel, called the Abington, then, and now belonging, to the 
Pot of Brifiol, in the Kingdom of Great Britain aforefaid, (whereof Jobn 
Swith then was, and ftill is Commander ) then being, and then bound on a 
Trading Voyage for Negroe Slaves, to the Coaft of Old Callabar, in Africa, 
aforelaid, did felonioufly and Piratically, coniulr, combine, and contederate 
together, and to, and with, divers other Perfons (whofe Names to the Re ‘ifter 
aforefaid are unknowr) To 1un away with thefaid Ship, called the dbington, 
and the Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes in her then being. 

II. That they, the faid John Whitcomb, Robert Sparkes, William Me- 
thing, and William Thorpe, and every one of them, on the Eighth Day of 
July, in the fixth Yeat of the Reign of our faid Sovereign Lord the King, 
that now is, upon the high Sea, near the Coaft of Guinea, in Africa, in the 
aforefaid Ship or Veflel, called the Adimgton, then, and now, belonging to 
the Port of Briflo!, in the Kingdom of Great Britain, aforefaid (whereof one 
John Smich then was, and ftill is, Commander) then being; and then bound 
on a Trading Voyage, for Negroe Slaves, to the Coaft of Old Callabar atore- 
faid, did felonioufly, and piratically, confult, combine, and confederate to- 
gether, and to, ad with, divers other Perfons, (whole Names to the Reyi- 
fter atorefaid are unknown) to turn Pirates. 

Il. That they, the faid John Whitcomb, Robert Sparkes, William Me- 
thing, and William Thorpe, and every one of them, on the Eighth Duy of 
Juiy, in che fixth Year of the Reign of our faid Sovereign Lord the King, 
that now is, upon the high Sea, near the Coaft of Guinea, in Africa, in the 
aforefaid Ship or Vellel, called the Abington, then and now belonging to 
the Port of Briftol, inthe Kingdom of Great- Britain aforefaid, (whereof one 
or Smith then was, and ftill is, Commander) then being; and then being 

ound on a Trading Voyage for Negroe Slaves, to the Co.ft of Old Callabur, 
in A’rica aforefaid ; did accempt, and endeavour, to corrupt, John Panick, 
Huh Roberts, and Thomas Byam, being then Mariners on Board of, znd 
belonging to, the faid Ship, to run away with the faid Ship; and the Goods, 
Wares and Merchandizes in her being. bis, 

IV. That they, the {aid John Whitcomb, Robert Sparkes, William Me- 
thing, and William Thorpe, and every one of them, on the Eighth Day of 
July, in the fixth Year of the Reign of Our faid Sovereign Lord the King, 
that now is, upon the High Sea, near the Coaft ot Guinea, in Africa, in the 
aforefaid Ship or Veflel, called the Abington, then and now belonging to 
the Port of Briftol, in the Kingdom of Great Britain aforefaid (whereof 
one F:hn Smith then was, and ftill iss Commander) then being; and then 
bound on a Trading Voyage for Negroe Slaves, to the Coaft of OldCallabar, 
in Africa aforetaid, did endeavour to make a Revolt, in the {aid Ship. 


William Norris, Reg’. 


‘After the Articles were read, the Prifoners were feverally asked, Whether 


they were Guilty ? or not Guilty ? 
Whereto they all of them pleaded, not Guilty. Pe 
| Then 
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( 28 ) 
_ Then the Witneffes were called (by the Regifter) to prove the Articles; 
and Charge, againft them; Who,"being duly {worn, were examined by His 
Excellency the Prefident, and the Court, in the Prefence, and Hearing of the 
Prifoners, and depos'd as follows, 712. ) 


Jofeph Bicknor, third Mate of the Ship Abington, Join Smith Commander, depofed, 
That on Thurfday the 30th Day of June lait pait, bein on the Coaft of Guineain the 
Ship <a etn fa Co Smith Cominander, in 3 Deg. 8 Min. North Latitude,and bound 
for old Callabar for egroe Slaves; the Main. top- {ail wanting to be mended, the De- 
ponent was direcied todo it, and going up to the main Top, in order thereto, he there 
found, John Whitcom), and Robert Sparkes, Mariners, beionging to the faid Ship, and 
having asked them what they were doing there, they both anfwered, that they were 
juft come up betore him, in order to help him, tor they had fomething to fay to him, 
That after he was fettled to his work, Robert Sparkes asked him, whereabouts he 
reckon’d the Ship to be, and how long he thought ic might be, before we fhould get 
to Callabar, if ever we did. The Deponent anfwered it was uncertain, but hoped to 
be there ina little time; John Whitcomb replyed, damn Cullabar, for he did not care 
if fhe never got thither, ‘Then Robert Sparkes faid, he beleived that he could make 
the Shipto go much better than fhe did; he asked how? Robert Sparkes faid, by 
Ripping oft the upper Deck, and then fhe would be aShip fit tor bulinefs ; that he 
anfwered, he did not know but that fhe might, and asked Robert Sparkes, what bufinefs 
he meant; That Robert Sparkes asked him, if he could be trufled with ‘a Secret, and 
whether he would be trueto them; That he asked Sparkes and Whitcomb what Secret 
wt was? That he would be crue, and defired them to proceed ntheir Difcourle; Sparkes 
then faid, fie would make a good Pirate Ship, forhe belcived, thar fhe would be ftitter 
and go better; for that they had better be dead than live in Mifery, that they only 
waited for his Confent, that they had appointed him their Captain, and that ticy all 
woud obcy his Command, That he, hearing this, and being furprized, pawzed a little, 
and then asked them, -.0 was concern’d with thm; they both asked him again, if he 
wouid certainly be true to them, in what had been propoled, ‘That if he would, they 
would nae their Gang, that all Things were done, and contrived a’ready, fave on'y 
his Confent, That he anfwer’d them, he would be truc; whereupon they both bid hun 
tocive them his Hand, and fwear to be true to them, elfe they would cut him to 
Peices, for tharthey would not be baulked of their Deiign, fince that they hed given 
their Ifands, and Oaths, to the firfl Propofers, who were James Oglesby, and William 
Mething; That he anfwered them, Gentlemen, fince that you are fo refolute, fave my 
Life, and I muft beat your Command, at which they demanded his Hand again, which 
he gave them, then they fmiled, and faid, ail was now weil, and that according to 
Agreement, he fhould be Captain in lefs than Twenty tour Hours, for tl az they had 
got nine, or ten, who had confented, and fiveor fix more, whom they would make 
confent, when the time came; That they had the ftouteft Men in the Ship, namely, 
James Ogletby, William Mething, Hugh Roberts, John Fenwick, alias Old Dad the 
Cooper, William Davis, John Afbmenall, and themfelves; That he asked them, if 
thoie were all; Whitcome reply’d, it had been proros’d to Thomas Byam, and one 
more, but that they were atraid to croft them, thar they were cnough ; that 
they themfelves, ( Sparkes and Whitcomb ) would be Two of the fix, upon 
Occafion, to perform theW ork, andthat ‘Iwo of the Clock, that fame Night, was 
the ‘time propofed (if he thought fit) when the Chief Mate was heaving the Log, 
firft to fecure him cafily, elfe, tofs him over-board, That Whitcomb faid, that he and 
the Cooper, would feize the great Cabbin, there being no more Arms than tour Pis- 
to's, whichthey would fecure, and then fecure the Captain and Doctor, whult the 
others, fhould {ecure the fecond Matec, Boatfwain, Carpenter,and Gunner ; ardastor 
the reft, they would foon yicld themfelves, and confent, To which he anfwered, ‘That 
it would be pity to murder any Body, that it wasavery great fin, and heinous Crime ; 
Tisat Whitcomb reply’d, it was much better to Murder, when they had once begun, 
than not to go through with it; That Sparkes faid, there would be no Oecation of 
committing Murder, That he would be very honourable to the Captain, aad that 
it would be the belt way, to put them afhoar, who would not condefeend to go with 
them, exceptthe Carpenter, and his Mate, and the Surgeon, who would be very ufc- 
fil efpecially the Carpenter, to rip up the upper Deck, and ft the Ship; and asked 
him, where he thought proper to carry her; he faid he could not teil, but upon fecond: 
Thoughts, (tor his own fafety, and the benetit of the Owners ) he faid, to Guinea ; 
Spatkss anfwered, That would not do, that they kad laid a better Scheme, for ay 

they 
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ey had agreed to 95 to the Hle of Mav; Whitcomb faid, that would do belt, {or 
Bhat they could ger Men, and Guns, and all other Neceflaries, out or the Ships, waich 
wlually came thityer, and that if any Ship of Force was there, he could Pilot the Ship 
to avery lfland, where no Ships came; and as tor Provifions, and Liquors, they 
had enough, in theit'own Ship, to laft them Nine Months: And further, as to the 
Great Enterprife at Two a Clock, the following Night, Sparkes and Whitcomb faid, 
that the Cooper had propofed to fteal the Key of the Arm-Cheft from his Mefs-mate, 
the Gunner, and fo eafily convey Guns, Piftols, Cutlafhes, and Ammunition, to the 
Main-hatch-way, for that he had the Key's of al) the Hold; and in cafe the Captain 
did not fervethe Ships Company with Brandy, he would give every one concern’d a tmall 
-Cale-Bottle of Spirits, out of the Ships Cargo, to put in their Pockets: Whitcomb and 
Sparkes further faid, that if he (che Deponenr) was afraid, of the Fidclity ot the Cooper, 
and the reft, they would acquaint them that they had imparted the Secret to him, and 
~ that they thould ipeak to him about it, and de(ir’d him to draw the Contents of a Round- 
Robbin, andthey would all fign it ; That he told them he could not do it, they had better 
do it themfelves; ThatOgiesby could write better than he, and that he aid not know the 
Nature of fuch a thing, having never fecn any ; And then cheir Difcourfe ended in the 
Main-top; and he having finith’d his Work,went down upon the Deck, That alittle Time 
after, he being atDinner with JamesOpiesby and Willam Mething,(wi.o were bora his 
Mcefs-Mates ) they both asked him, it Sparkesand Whitcomb had faid any thing to 
him in the Top, he anfwered, that he could not cell, whereupon Mcthing ett off eatng, 
and went away; Oglesby, then asked him, what made him fo itrange, tor that they all 
knew what Sparkes and Whitcomb, had faid to him in the Main-top, andot his piving 
them his Hand, to go their Commander, which was all they waited tor, and bid fim 
welcome, for that now they would foon make anEnd of the bufinets, if he thought ht; 
Of the time propofed; That he antwered no, that it would bebetter ca deter it aight 
Or two ionper, Oglesby replycd, he believed it would, and that Saturday Niguc, 
would be a good time, for thenthey would be merry with drinking, and tien defi ed 
him to draw a Round-Robbir, and chatthey wonld all fienit, That he cold him he did 
mot know how; Ovlesby then faid, he would do it himtelf, which he agreed to, and 
told Oglesby, to get them all to fign it, and give itco him, and then their Ditcourfe 
ended. That atterwards, he, (the Deponeat ) was very uneafy m is Mind, ‘til he 
had aifcovered this matter; and being defirous to know the botrom of their Dvtign, 
efpecially che Cooper’s,he went to Oglesby and asked him, if he thought the Cooper, 
and the reft were true, Oglesby faid yes, he was fure of their being trac, and that they 
wou'd fpend their deareft Bload, tor each other; and as for thofe b'ows, which he had 
formerly received, they were but lent ; And for thofe Tireats, wnich he had received 
from the Boatfwain, he would requite them with a Ball through his Body: Then came 
Wihiam Mething to them, and fard Damn his Blood, if he had not now his Revenge 
On thofe Dogs, and then they both went away. That in the Atternoon, of che fame 
Day, the Captain fpared (them that wanted, ) Brandy, and about hight aCock at 
Night, he (the Deponent ) begged alittle Sugar, from the Doétor, and made a Can 
of Phlip, and (ent for the Cooper, who prefently came, and William Mething wirh him, 
and asked it they fhould fend tor James Osiesby, he told them there was no occation, tor 
that he had ca ked with chem all already; then the Cooper faid, I underftand tharyouae 
willing, and think it proper to ftay "tll Saturday Night, and we areali of the Jame 
Opin.on, tor by that time Iwill get Piftols, Cutlathes, and Ammunition, tothe Main- 
hatch way and fhall aifo have an Opportunity, to get the Key of the Arm Cucll, and 
that on Saturday Night he would (if poffible) make the Boacfwain drunk, That 
Mething fad, they would keep him fometime for a Sacrifice, naming the Boatfwain; 
That the Cooper faid, don’t you fear, for I will play my part, for land Whitcomb 


will feize the great Cabbin; where there will only be the Do¢tor, and Captain, and- 


if the; made any Noile, they would fhoot the Captain through the Breaft, with one of 
the Piltols that was there, That he then asked them, what bold Fellow it was, who 
fir propofed it, the Cooper anfwered, ic was Oglesby and Mething, then Mething 
faid, Damn it, it was better to be hanged, than live fo; That then they wentaway, and 
at twelve a Clock the fame Night, he (the Deponent ) acquainted the Chief Mate, 
wituthe whoie Matter, and defired hin immediately, to difclofe it to the Captain, wh.ch 
he aid, fo the Defign was prevented. 

Ca; tain Jonn Smith, Commanaer of the Ship Abington, depofed, That his fi. t Mate 
hav.ng told him one Night, what Bicknor had informed him, ot fome of the Men’s 
Delign to :un away with the Ship, (as Bicknor had fwoin betore) tie neat Morning 
be putche Prifonets atthe Bar, (with fome ects of lus Men) in Irons, mires he 

‘cept 
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kept them feveral Days, That after he came to Kingfton in Jartaica, the Prifoners ae 


the Bar, werenot under any Confinement, but {taid on Board Fourtee? Days, did their 
work on Board, asthe other Men, and afterwards went afboar. 


Thomas Byam Maninir, one of the faid Ships Ciew, depofed, That John Whitcomb 


asked him, 1t he woud put nis Hand to a Paper torun away with the Ship, and be 
true to them, which he retuied. 


Hugh Roberts Mariner, another of the {aid Ships Crew, depofed, That Robere 
Spaikes, cailed him afide, and told him, there was ata.k amongft them, of running away 


with the Ship; and asked him, what he tioughe of it, that he antwered, he would wath 
his Hands of it, and advifcd Spackes to do the fame, which he faid he would do. 

John Panik Mariner, another of the {aid ships Crew, depofed, That he, being with 
Wi.iiam Thorpe, on board (or nhing ) Tnorp ashed im, that it they could get Hands 
to run away with the Ship, whether he wouid not jon with them? And further faid, 
that he would ftcal the Key from the Ginner, when he was aficep, and ect the Aims 
and Powder torward, That he anfwered he would have nothing to do with it, 


William Hurchins, Mariner, firlt Mace of che faid Ship, depofed, That 
prefently after Bicknor had cold him of part of the Ship’s Crews Defign of 
running away with the Ship; he acquainted :he Captain, who cauled the 
Prifoners at the Bar to be put in Irons tor feveral Duys, with others of the 
Crew, That the Prifoners at the Bar were teveral times fick, and when they 
were well, they worked on Board with the reft of the Crew. : 

Then the Prifoners were asked, what they had to fay for themfelves 2 
Whether they, or any of them had any Witnefles to produce in their Favour e 
Whether they would have any Queftions ashed the Witnefles, who had al- 
ready given Evidence againit thein¢ they anfwer'd, That they had no Wite 
nefles; That they, nor any of them, ever Jaw the Round-Robbin, nor ever 
fizned any, and defired that Captain yith might be asked, Whether he 
knew, or believed they did¢@ And a blank Round-Kobbin, being produced 
in Court, drawn by one of the Ship’s Gew, who is ince dead, and found 
amongit his Papers, and {hewn to the Captain ; who declared, That he be- 
lieved the Prifoners at the Bar, nor any ot them, h.d ever feen it; they fure 
ther faid, That they had done their Duty on Board all the Voyage, That 
they never cefigned any Attempt, J bat they worked on Board Thirteen or 
Fourteen Days after they came to Kingfton, in Famatca; That they were fee 
vera) Days afhoar, and might have run away if they had thoughe that they 
were Guilty; an@ thatthey {houldnever have been tried for this Crime, if * 
hadnot asked the Caprain tor their Wages ; upon which he fent them toGoal. 

The Captain was afterwards feverely reprimanded by His Excellency the 
Prefident, and the Court, for fuffering the Prifoners to go at large, and his 
Negligence and Delay in profecuting them. 

And then the Prifoners were taken away, and all the Perfons prefeaot with- 
drew, except the Regilter. 3 

Then the Court took the Evidence which had been given againft the Pri- 
foners into Confideraiion ; and after fome Debate thereupon, they were all 
of Opinion, That Joba Whitcomb, and Tllam ‘Thorp, were Guilty ; and 
that William Mething, and Kobert Sparkes, were not Guilty. 

T hen the Courc ordered the Prifoners back again to the Bar, and Soly 
Whitcomb, and William Thorp, were told by the Prefidenr, That the Coure 
had found them guilty of the Charge laid againft them in the Articles; And 
asked them, Whether they had any Thing to fay, Why Sentence of Death 
fhould not pafs againft them? And they, having nothing to fay (lave only 
that they were innocent) the Prefident, proceeded to pronounce the ulual 
Sentence Viz. 

That they fhould go to the Place from whence they came, and from 
thence to the Place of Execution ; where they were to be hanged by 
the Neck, ‘till they were both Dead ; And the Lord have Mercy on 
their Souls, ee OR arene | Then 
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Then William Mething, and Robert Sparkes, were told by His Excellency 
the Prefident, That the Court had found them not Guilty (for want of tull 
Evidence only) and Admonifhed them to take Warning, and have a Care of 
fuch Evil Practices for the Time to come. 


Then the Court adjourn’d ‘till Tuefday Morning 
next, at St. Jago de la Vega. 


St. Jago de la Vega, | 
Tuefday, January the 24th, 1720. 


The COURT met according to Adjournment. 
Court called, by making Proclamation Three feveral Times: 


PRESENT, 
His Excellency Sir Nicholas Lawes Kuighr, 
PRESIDENT. 


Thomas Bernard Wilham Nedham 
Fames Archbould Cha. Chamberlain 

John Sadler Eig§||Richard Mill _ \Efers. 
Ezekiel Gomer fall Robert Baillie 

Fokn Gregory Giles Difton, 


The Prefident and Commiffioners being duly fworn: 

The Prifoners, John Eaton, Edward Warner, Thomas Baker, Thamag 
Quick, John Cole, Benjamin Palmer, Walter Roufe, John Hanlon, and John 
Howard, were brought to the Bar; and were told by the Revifter co 
hearken to their Charge; which he read co them, in the Words follow. 
ing, viz : 

Samaica ff. 

ARTICLES Exhibited at a Court of Admiralty, held at the Town 
ot St. Jago de la Vega in the faid Ifland, the Twenty fourth 
Day of est in the Seventh Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign 
Lord George, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France and Jree 
Jand, King, and of Jamaica Lord,Detender of the Faith, &c. By virtue of 
a Commiflion, from His Majefty King George, under the Great 
Seal of Great Brittain, bearing Date, the Third Day of April, in the 
Fourth Year of His faid Majefty’s Reign, iffued purfuant to an Act of 
Parliament, made in Great Brittain in the Eleventh Year of che Reign 
of our late Sovereign Lord King William Il. (and fince made pere 
petual) Entiuled, [An Act for the move Effectual fuppreffion of Fivacy] 
for the trying, hearing, determining, and adjudging, of all’ Piracies 
Felonies, and Robberies, committed in or upon the Sea, or in any 
Haven, River, Creek, or Place, where the Admiral or Admirals, of 

Our 
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Our faid Sovereign Lord the King, hath, or have, Power; Authority, or 
Jurifldiction, before His Excellency Sir Nichlas Lawes,Knt. Capt. Genes 
ral, and Governor in Chief, of Our faid Lord King George, in and over 
this His faid Majelty’s Ifland of amaica, and the Territories there- 
on depending in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the 
fame, 5c. And others, Commiffioners appointed, in and by the faid 
Commitlion, by Hlliam Norris Efq; Regilter of the faid Court, duly 
appointed and{worn, againft John Eaton, Edward Warner, Themas Bae 
ker, Thomas Quick, Jobn Cole, Benjamin Palmer, Walter Rou ¢, Job 
Hanfon, and John Howard, all late of the Parifh of Port-eval in 
the {aid Mand of Jamaia, Mariners; tor Piracy, and Felony, by them 
committed, op the High Sea, and withio the Jurisdi@ion of this 
Court, viz. hie fP% 


That they, the faid John Eaton, Edward Warner, Thomas Baker, Tho= 
mas Quick, John Cole, Benjamin Palmer, Walter Roufe, John Hanlon, and 
John Howard, and every one of them, in a certain Pettiauger or Veflel (of an 
unknown Name)being, on the 22d Day of October, inthe feventh Year ot the 
Reign of our faid Sovereign Lord the King, that now is, uponthe high Sea, 
in acertain Place, diftant about one J.éague from Negril-Peint, in the Ifland of 
Jamaica, in America, and within the Jurifdiction of this Court ; did piratical- 
ly and felonioufly, go over to, John Rackam, George Fetherfton, Richard 
Corner, Jolin Davies, John Howell, Patrick Carty, Thomas Earl, Noah 
Harwood, and James Dobbin, then notorious Pirates, and then Known by 
the faid John Eaton, Edward Warner, Thomas Baker, Thomas Quick, John 
Cole, Benjamin Palmer, Walter Roufe, Jolin Hanfon, and John Howard, to 
be Pirates and Robbers, which faid John Rackam, George Fetherfton, Ri- 
chard Corner, Jolin Davies, John Howell, Patrick Carty, Thomas Earl, 
Noah Harwood, avd James Dobbin, had been Guilty, of feveral Piractes, 
Felonies, and Robberies by them committed, on the High Sea, and particus 
larly, of the piratical and felonious ttealing, and taking, of a certain Stoop, 
or Veflel, called the Mary, whereof Thcmas Dillon Mariner, then was Mae 
fter ; being 2 Sloop of certain Perfons (to the Regifter aforefaid unknown) 
with the Apparel and Tackle of the fame Sioop, of the Value of Three 
hundred Pounds, of Current Money of Jamaica, for which faid Piracy, Fe- 
Jony, and Robbery, they, the faid John Rackam, George Fetherfton, Ri- 
chard Corner, John Davies, John Howell, Patrick Carty, Thomas Earl, 
Noah Harwood, and James Dobbin, have lately been Tried, Condemn’'d, 


and Executed. eee 
William Norris, Reg’. 


‘After the Articles were read, the Prifoners were feverally asked, Whether 
they were Guilty ? or not Guilty ? 

Whereto they all of them pleaded, not Guilty. 

Then the Witnefles were called (by the Regifter) to prove the Articles; 
and Charge, againft them; Who, being duly tworn, were examined by His 
Excetlency the Prefident, and the Court, in the Prefence, and Hearing of the 
Priloners, and depos'd as followeth, vz. 

Mr. Ju/tin Maccarty, and Mr. Fobn Bonfield, were firft {worn Interpreters: 

Sola Belneck (a French Man) depoled, That John Rackam, the Pirate, 
fent his Canoa afhoar at Negril-point, and that the Pritoners at the Bar came 
in her, on board Captain Rackam’s Pirate Sloop, That they brought Guns, 
and Curlafhes, on board with them: That they drank together with the Pt- 
rates Crew, That when Captain Barnet chafed them, tome were stig 

an 
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and others Walking the. Deck: That there was a great Gun, and a fmall 
Arm fred by the Pirate Sloop, at Captain Parnzt’s Sloop, when he chafed 
them ;-and that when Captian Barver’s Sloop tired at Rackam’s Sloop, the 
Prifoners at the Bar went down under Deck ; That during the Time Cap- 
tain Barnet chafed them, fome of the Prioners at the Bar (but which of 
them he could nor tell) helped to row the Sloop, in order to efcape trom 
Barnet, Vhat they ail feemed to be conforted together, 

Peter Corneltin (another brench-man) depofed the fame, or to the like 
Effect, as Belue-!. 

Then the Prifoners were asked, what they had to fay for themfelves 2 
Whether they, orany of them, had any Witnetles to produce in their Favour ? 
Whether they, or any of them, would have any Queftions asked the Wit- 
ncile:, who had already given Evidence againt then) 2 

Foln Eaton antwered jor hinielt, and the re of the Prifoners 

at the Bar; Dhar they had no Winelles, That they had boughe 
2 Pettiauger, in order to go a Turtleing; and being at Nigril pant, 
and juft got alhoar, they faw a Sloop with a white Pendant, coming towards 
them; upon which they took their Arms, and hid themfelves in the Buihes ; 
That one of the Prifoners, afterwards, baled the Sloop, who anlwer’d, 
They were Englifhmen, and delired them all to come on Board, and drink 
a Bow! of Punch; which they at firtt refuted, but afterwards, with much 
Per{wafion, they went on Board in the Sloops Canoe, and left their own Per- 
tiduver at Anchor; That they had been but afhort Time on Board when 
Capt. Barnet’s Sloop heaved in Sight; That Nuckam ordered the Pritoners atthe 
bur to help to weigh the Sloops Anchor immediately, which they all refus’d ; 
That Rackham uled violent Means to obtige them ; and that when Criprain 
Barnet came up with them, they all readiy and willingly furrendered chen- 
felves. , 
Then the Prifoners were taken from the Bar, and the Perfons prefent being 
withdrawn, the Court took into Contideration the Pritoners Cate, and the 
Evidence which had been given aguinft chem; and after reading the aforelaid 
Ac of Parliament, and.debating the whole Mater for fome Time, the ma- 
jor partof the Commuthoners were of Opinion, That the atorefatd Jota Luton, 
Lid@ard Warner, Thomas Laker, Thomas Quick, Foor Cole, Benjamin talmer, 
Mialter Kerley Jola Hanlon, and John Howard, were all of them Guilty, of 
the Piracy and Felony charged againft them in the faid Articles. 

Then the Court ordered the Prifoners back again to the Bar, and were 
told by the Pretident, That the Court had found them guilty of the Charge 
Jad againft cnem in the Articles; And asked them, Whether they, or any 
of them, had any Thing to fay, Why Sentence of Death fhould not pafs a- 
eaintt them? And they, having nothing to fay (lave only that they were in- 
nocent) the Prelident proceeded to pronounce the ulual Sentence, viz. 

That they, and every of them, should go tothe Place from whence 
they came, and trom thence to the Place of Execution ; where they, 
and every of them, were to be hanged by the Neck, ’till they were 
feverally Dead ; And the Lord have Mercy upon their Souls. 


Then the Court adjourn’d "till Friday, the Tenth 
Day of March next, at St. Jago de la Vega. 


On Friday the 17th of February,1720. ‘ohn Eaton, Themas Quick, and 
Thomas Buker, were Executed at Gallows-Poit at Port-Royal: And the next 
Diy, John Cole, Joln Howard, and Benjamin Palmer, were Executed at 


King fion. 
i St. 
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St. Jago de la Vega, 
Friday, March the roth, 1420. 


The COURT met according to Adjournment. 
Court called, by making Proclamation Three feveral Times; 


P KR ES E NTI, 


Fis Excellency Sir Nicholas Lawes Kaight, 
PRESIDENT. 


Thomas Bernard William Nedham 
Edward Vernon 
Ef{q's | Dighy Dent Efqrs. 
Szekiel Gomerfall Richard Mill 
William Pufey Robert Bailhe 


The Prefident and Commiffioners being duly fworn: Proclamation was 
made, for all Perfons, That could inform the Court of any Piracies, Felonies, 
or Robberies committed, That they fhould come forth, and they {houid be 
heard. Then Robert Hudfon was brought to the Bar ; and was told 
by the Regifter to lifien to the Charge which he was then going to read a- 
gaintt him, which was in the Words following, wz. 

Jamaica ff. 

ARTICLES Exhibited at a Court of Admiralty, held at the Town of 
St. Jago de la Vega, in the HMland of Jamaica atorefaid, on Friday the 
Tenth Day of March, inthe Seventh Yearof the Reignof Our Sovereign 
Lord Gesze, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France and lve- 
Jand, King, and of Jamaica Lord, Defender of the Faith, &c. By virtue of 
a Commilion, trom His faid Majefty King George, under the Great 
Seal of Great Brittain, bearing Date, the Third Day of April, in the 
Fourth Year of His laid Majefly’s Reign, illued purfuant to an Act of 
Parliament, made in Great Britain inthe Eleventh Year of che Reign 
of our late Sovereign Lord King William II. (and fince made per- 
petual) Entituled, [aa act for the more Effectual fuppreffion of Piracy] 
for the trying, hearing, determining, and adjudging, of all Piracies, 
Felonies, and Robberies, committed in or upon the Sea, or in any 
Huven, River, Creek, or Place, where the Admiral or Admirals, of 
Our faid Sovereign Lord the King, hath, or have, Power, Authority, or 
Jurifdiétion, before His Excellency Sir Nichlas T.atees,Knt.Capt. Gene- 
ral, and Governor in Chief, of Our faid Lord King Geerge, in and over 
this His faid Majefty’s Ifland of Samaica, and the Territories there- 
on depending in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the 
fame, cc. And others, Commiliioners appointed, in and by the fuid 
Commitlion, by Wil!tam Norris Efo; Regilter of the faid Court, duly 
appointed andiworn, againft Aelert iden, late of the Town and Pu- 
rilh of Port-Royal, in the Mland of Jaraivs aforefaid, Mariner ; and 

one 
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one of the Crew, who lately belonged to a certain Pirate Slodp or Vellel, 
(of an unknown Name) then commanded by one Charles Vane, a 
notorious Pirate, for Piracy, Felony, and Kobbery, committed by him, 
op the High Sea, and wirhin che Jurisdiction of this Court. 


That he, the faid Robert Hudfon, onthe Twenty ninth Day of March), 
inthe Year of OurLord, One thouland Seven hundred and Eighteen, inthe 
Fitth Year of the Reign of our faid Sovereign Lord the King, that now is, 
upon the high Sea, in acertain Sloop or Vetlel (of an unknown Name) then 
being, commanded by one Charles Vazie, a notorious Pirate, did felonioufly 
and wickedly, conlult, and agree wath the fiid Charles Vane, and divers other 
nororious Pirates, then on Board the (aid Sloop, (whofe Names to the Regilter 
atorefaidare unknown) to rob,plunder, and tahe, all fuchPerfons,as well Subjects 
of Our faid Lord the King, that now is, as others, in Peace and Amity with 

‘his faid Majefty, which he the faid Hebert Hudfon, and the atorefaid Pirates, 
fhould meet with, on the high Sea; and the faid Robert Hudjon, in Execu- 
tion of his Evil Defigns, afterwards, to wit, on the fiid Twenty ninth Da 
of March, in the Year atorefaid, with Force and Arms, @c. upon the High 
Sea, in a certain Place, diftant about Two Leagues trom Abbacco, in America, 
and within the Jurifdiction of this Court ; did piratically and felonioufly, and 
in an hoftile manner, attack, {hoot at, and take, a certain Sloop or Veilel, called 
the John and klizabeth, with feveral Hundred Spani) Pieces of Eight, and di- 
vers Goods and Merchandizes on board her, whereof one Renjamin Bill was 
Miifter, going from St. Auguftine, to the Ifland of Providence, in America, 
thet being, a Sloop or Veflel, of certain Perfons, Subjects of our faid Lord 
tle King thatnow is, (to the Regifter atorefaid unknown ) andthen, and there 
Piracically, felonioufly, and in sin Hoftile manner, did make an Aflault in, 
and upon, the faid Benjamin Bill, and certain other Mariners, and Perfons, 
(Whole Names tothe Regifter aforefaid are unknown) in the fame Sloop, in 
the Peace of God, and of our faid Lord the King, then and there being, 
and then andthere, piratically, and felonioufly, did put the faid Benjamin bill, 
and other the Mariners, and Perfons, of the faid Sloop, in the Sloop aforefaid, 
called the Fob and El caleth, then being, in Corporal Fear of their Lives ; 

“and then and there, piratically and felonioufly, did fteal, rake, and carry a- 
way, the faid Sloop, with her Lading, Tackle, Furniture and Apparel, of 
the Value of One Thouland Pounds, of Current Money of Jamaica, againft 
the Peace of Our Sovereign Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity. 


‘Not Guilty. 
William Norris, Reg’. 


After the Articles were read, the Prifoner was asked, Whether he was 
Guilty ¢ Or not Guilty ? 

Whereto he pleaded, Not Guilty. 

Then the Witnefles were called (by the Regifter) to prove the faid Arti- 
cle, and Charge againft him ; Who, being duly fworn, was examined by 
His Excellency the Prefident, and the Court, in the prefence and hearing of 
the Prifoner ; And depofed as followeth, viz. 


Alexander Gilmore ( a Mariner, belonging to His Majefty’s Ship Phonix, Captain 
Vincent Pearce Commander ) depofed ; That on or ‘about the Twentyninth Day of 
Maich, inthe Year of our Lord, One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Eighteen, being 
then a Mariner, on Board of a Sloop called the John and Elizabeth, whereof onc 
Benjamin Bill was then Mafler, going from St. Auguiftine, tothe Ifland of Providence 
in America; the faid Sloop was takcn by Two Sloops, both commanded by one 
Chartes Vane, 2 Notorious Pirate, and his Gang, together with feveral hundred Pieces 


of Eight, and other Goods and Merchandizes which they had then on Board: zee 
| a 
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Robert Hudfon, the Prifoner at the Bar, (who had fome time before deferted from 
His Majeity’s Ship Phoenix) was then on Board the (maileft of the faid Two Sloups, 
who was Vane’s Confort: Thatthe next Morning, after they were taken, Robert Had- 
fon, the Prifouer at the Bar, went on Board tne faid Sloop Joan and Ei.zabeth, and 
ated as onc of Cnarics Vane’s Gang, in carrying her down to tac Eaft-end of Provi- 
dence Harbour, That in their Pailape, the Priioner at the Bar cocked his Piece at the 
Deponent, and faid, Damn your B'ood, I'l) kill you, to. fending mz on tie Main. Yard 
in tue Siorm ; ‘Chat Chares Vane interpofed, and prevented hum at that time, and 


roiceicd him atierwards, during wis flay ou Boord: ‘Tivat Hudfon had Ins {bare of the 
Sauies, with the faid Pirates. 


Riena d Liftomb and David Clarke, Two other Mariners, belonging to His faid Ma- 
jelty’s Ship Phoenix) depofed thy fame, or to the ike Lttece as alexander G'imore, 

Then the Prifoner was asked, What he had to fay for himlelf, Whether 
he had any Witnefles to produce in his Favour; Whether he would have any 
Queftions asked the Witnefles, who had already given Evidence aguinfthim 2 
and he anfwering, That he had no Winelles, nor any Queftions to ask, thae 
were marerial, | 
~ The Cour: ordered the Prifoner to be taken from the Bar, and the Per- 
fons prefen being withdrawn, the Court took into Contideration the Prilo- 
ner, Cafe, and the Evidence which had been given againft him, and were 
unanimoufly of Opinion, That he, the {aid Kobert Hdl, was Guilty, of 
the Piracy, Felony, and Kobery, charged againft him in the faid Article. 

Then ithe Court ordered the Prifoner beck again to the Bar ; who was told 
by the Prefidenc, That the Court had unanimoutly tound him Guilty of the 
Charge laid againft him in the faid Article; ind asked him, Whether 
he had any Thing to fay, Why Senrence of Death fhould not pafs againf 
him, and he hiving nothing material, the Prelident proceeded to pronounce 
the ufual Senience, vz. | 
That he flrould goto the Place from whence be came, and from thence ta the Place 
"of Execution; where he was to be hane’d ly the Neck, till he was 

Dead ; and the Lord have Mercy upon bis Scul. 
Then the Court adjourn’d ‘till Monday, the Firft Day 
May next, at St Jago de la Vega. | 





St. Jago de la Vega, Wednefday, March 22. 1720. 
At a Court of Admiralty, held this Day, before 
His Excellency Sir Nicholas Lawes, Auighe, 
PRESIDENT. 


Fames Archbould, | Richard Mill, 
Edward Vernon, eE{qs.Robert Baillie, eE{gs. 
Dighy Dent, Giles Difton, 


Commiffioners named, and appointed, in His Majefty’s Commiffion for 

the trying of Pirates. 
Proclamation having been made-for Silence; The King’s Commiffion 

was openly read, and new publifh’d. 

Then the Court was folemnly and publickly called, and proclaimed. 

Then His Excellency Sir Nicholas Lawes Knt. Prefident of the faid Court, 
publickly, in open Court, took the Oath directed (for him to be taken) in 
the faid Act. 

Then His Excellency Admiiniftred the fame Oath, to the Honourable the 
Com miihoners before-named, then fitting. 





Then 
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Then the Crver made Proclamation, for all Perfons who could inform the Coure, 
of any Pracies, Fe ones, ard Robbenes, committed in or upon the Sea; or in any 
Harbuur, Creck, or Place, where the Admiral, or Admira!s, of Our Sovereign Lord 
tie Kine, hota, or have, any Power, Authoruy, or Jurdiction, that they fhould 
come torth, and cacy fhould be heard. 

Then the Marfhal brought his Peiloner, Charles Vane, to the Bar ; who was told 
by the Kegitter to heerken to the Articles, and Charge, which he was then going to 
Sead againithim; wluch he read in the Words folowing, 1/2. 

Famaica ff. 

AR TICLES Exhibited at a Court of Admiralty, held ac the Town of Se. Jago de 
la Vega, wn the Iland of Jamaica atorcitid, on Wednefaay the 22d Day of March, in 
the Seventh Year of the Reign ot Our Sovercign Lord George, by the Grace of God, 
of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, and of Jumatca Lord, Defender ot 
tigFauh, &e.By virtue of a Commilion, trom H's {aia Majelly King George, under 
the Greas Seal of Gieat-Erittain, bearing Date, the Third Day of April, in the 
Fowrth Year of His fiid Mayelty’s Reign, iued purfuant ro an Act of Parliament, 
yy Great Eritain, mece in the Lieventh Year ot the Reign of our late Sovereign Lord 
King Witham J1L (and fince made perpetual) Entituled, [ An Aét for the more 
Fir ctual fuppretlion of Piracy ] for the try.ng, hearing, determining, and adjudging, 
or all Piracies, Fesonies, and RKobberics, committed m or upon the Sea, or in any 
Haven, Kiver, Creck, or Place, where the Admiral or Admirals, of Our faid Sove- 
cagn Lord the Aing, hath, or have, Power, Authority, or Jurididtion, before His 
Eaccliency Sir Nicholas Lawes, Ant. Capt. General, and Governour in Chiet, of Our 
fa-d Loru King Geo. ge, in and over this His faid Majetly’s Hand of Jamaica, and the 
‘Territories thercon depencing in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admural ot the (ame, 
&c. And oticrs, Commiffioners appointed, in and by the faid Committion, by Wil- 
Jam Norris Lig; Regifter of the faid Court, duly appo:nred and {worn, again(t 
Charles Vane, lace of tue Town and Pari ot Port: Royal, in the Ilana of Jamaica 
siorefaid, Msriner ; lace Matter, or Commander ot feveral Pirate Sioops and Veilels, 
or unknown Names, tord vers and fundry Pirac:es, Felomes, and Robberies, by him 
committed on the High Sea, and within the Juritdi¢tion of this Court. 

I, That he, the faid Charles Vane, onthe Twenty ninth Day of March, 
in the Year of Our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighteen, and 
in the Linh Year of the Reign of our faid Sovereign Lord the King that now 
is, upon the high Seas, ina certain Sloop or Veflel (of an unknown Name) 
then being, and commanded by him the {aid Charles Vane, did telonioufly, 
andwichedly, conlult and agree, with divers notorious Pirates, then on Board 
the {aid S.oop, (whole Names to the Kegifter aforefaid are unknown) to 
rob, pulnder, and take, all fuch Perfons, as well Subje@ts of Our faid Lord 
the King, that now is, as others, in Peace and Amity with His faid Majefty, 
whicn he the {aid Charles Vane, and the aforefaid Pirates Jhould meet with 
on the High Sea. 

And the laid Charies Vane,in Executionofhis faid Evil Defigns, afterware’s 
(towit) onthe 29th Dayot March, inthe Year aforefaid,with Force and Arms,@r. 
upon the high Sea, inacertain Place, diftant about two Leagues trom Avbaco, in 
America, and wishin the Jurifdiction of this Courts did piratically,telonioufly,and 
in anhoftile manner, attack, {hoot at, and take, a certain Sloop or Veffel, call’d 
the John end Elizabeth, with feveral Hundred Spanith Pieces ot Eight,and divers 
Goods and Merchandizes on Board her,whereot one Benj. Bill was Mafter (going 
froin St. Auguftine to the Ifland of Providence in America) then being, a Sloop or 
Veflel, of certain Perfons, Subjects of our {aid Lord the King, that nowis, (tothe 
Ke zifter atorefaid unknown) and then and there,piratically,telonioufly,and in an 
hoffile manner, did make anAfluult, inand upon, the faid Benj. Bill, and certaino- 
ther Mariners and Perfons, whole (Namestothe Regifter aforefaid are unknown) 
in the fame Sloop, in the Peace of God, and of our faid Lord the King, thenand 
there being,and then, and there,piratically, and felonioufly,did put the faid Bea- 
Jamin Bill, and other the Mariners, and Perfons, of the faid Sleop, in the Sloop 
aforefaid, called the Fob and Elizabeth, then being, in Corporal fear of their 
Lives, and then and there Piratically and Felonioufly, did fteal, take, and 
carry away, the faid Sloop, with her Lading, Tackle, Furniture, and Ap- 


parrel, of tlie Value of One thoufand Pounds of Current Money of Jamaica. 
| Thae 
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I. Twat afterwards (to wit)on Thurfday the 17:h Day of April, inthe Year 
before-mentioned, he, the {aid Charles Vane, in acertain Pirate Sloop or Veffel, 
of an unknown Name) then being, and acting as Mafter or Commander, by Force 
and Arms, &c. upon the high Sea, in a certain Place, diftant about One League 
from Crooked-liland in America, and within the Jurif{diction of this Court ; did 
Piratically, and Felonioufly fet upon, fhoor atjand take, acertain Merchant Sloop 
or Veflel, calied the Berty, whereot one Bewjamita Lee was then Mafter; the 
faid Sloop then being, a Sloopot certain Perfons, Subjects of Our faid Lord the 
King (to the Repilter atorefaid unknown) and then and there, Pirat- 
cally, Felonioufly, and in an Hoftile manner, did make an Affauls, in 
and upon the {aid Benjamin Lee, and certain other Mariners and Verlons, Sub- 
jects of Our faid Lord the King, (whole Names to the Regifter atorefaid are 
unknown) inthe faid Sloop, in the Peace of God, and of our faid Lord the 
King, then and there being ; and then and there Piratically and Felonioufly, 
did put the faid Berjanin Lee, and other the Mariners, and Perfons, 
of the fame Sloop, in the Sloop aforefaid, called the Betty, then being, 
in Corporal Fear of their Lives ; andthen and there Piratically and Felonioufly, 
did fteal, take, and carry away, the faid Sloop, with her Lading, Tackle and, 
Apparel, of the value of 200 Poundsof Current Money of Yamaica,atorefaid. 

lil. Thatafterwards (fowrt) on Tuefday the 22d Day of Aprilatorefaid, in 
the Year atorefaid, he, the faid CharlesVane, in a certain Pirate Sloop or Veffel (uf 
an unknown Name) then being, and acting as Commander of her, by Force 
and Arms,&c. upon the high Sea, diftant, about Three Leagues trom Crooked- 
Ifland atorefaid, in slmerica aforefaid, and within the Jurifdiction of thisCourt, 
did Piratically, and Felonioufly, fet upon, {heotat, and take, a certain Mer- 
chant Sloop, or Veflel, called the Fortune, whereot one George Guy was then 
Matter, the faid Sloop then being, a Sloop of certain Perfons, Subjects of Our 
faid Lord the King, * ithe Regifter atorefaid unknown) and then and there, 
Piraticully, and Feionioufly, and in an hoftile manner, did make an Affault, 
in and upon, the faid George Guy, and certain other Mariners and Perfons, 
Subjects of our faid Lord the King (whole Names to the Regifter aforelaid 
are unknown) in the faid Sloop, in the Peace of God, and ot our faid now 
Lord the King, then and there being, and then and there, piratically, and 
felonioufly, did put the laid George Guy, and other the Mariners, and Perfons, 
of the {fame Sloop, in the Sloop aforelaid, called the Fortune, then being, 
in Corporal fear of their Lives ; and then and there, piratically, and feloni- 
oufly, did fteal, take, and carry away, the {aid Sloop, with her Lading, 
Tackle and Apparrel, of the value of One hundred and Fitty Pounds, of 
Current Money of the Ifland of Samaica aforefaid. 
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fteal, take, and carry away, the faid Sloop, with her Lading, Tackle, andA pparel; 
ot the value of 200 Pounds of Current Money of the liland aforefaid. 

V. Thar he, the Said Charles Vane, on the Twenty third Day of October, in 
the Year of our Lord, One thoufand feven hundred and Eighteen, inthe Fifth 
Year of the Reign, of our Sovereign Lord the King, that now is, in a certain 
. ‘Pirate Brigantine or Veflel, (of an unknown Name ) then being; and acting, 
as Commander of her, with Force and Arms,&c. upon the high Sea, ina certain 
place, diftant, about Iwo Leagues from Long Iiland, in America aforelaid, 
and within the Jurifdictionot this Court; did Piratically, Felonioufly, andin 
an hoftile manner, Atrack, Shoot at, and Take, a certain Brigantine or Veflel 
called the Endeavour, whcreot one i Shattock was Malter, then being, a 
Brigantine or Veflel, of certain Perfons, Subjects of our faid Lord the King, 
(to the Regifter aforefaid unknown) and then and there, Piratically, Feloniou{- 
ly, and in an Hoftile manner, did make an Affault, in and upon, the faid 
John Shatrock, and certain other Mariners, and Perfons, (whofe Names to the 
Regifter atorefaid are unknown) in the fame Brigantine, in the Peace of God, 
and of Our faid now Lord the King, then and there being, and then and 
there, piratically and felonioufly, did put the faid John Shaztock, and other 
the Mariners and Perfons of the fame Brigantine, in the Brigantine aforelaid, 
called the Exdeavour, then being, in Corporal Fear of their Lives, and tlien 
and there, piratically, and felonioully, did fteal, take, and carry away, 
the faid Brigantine, with her Lading, Furniture, and Apparel, of the Va- 
lue of 250 Pounds of Current Money of Jamaica aforefaid. 

VI. That he, faid Charles Vane, on the Sixteenth Day of December, in 
the Year of Our Lord, One thouland Seven hundred and Eighteen aforelaid, 
and inthe faid Fifth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord the King, 
that now is, in a certain Pirate Sloop or Veflel (of an unknown Name) then 
being, and acting, as Mafter or Commander of her, by Force and Arins,¢5c. 
vponthe High Sea,ina certain place,called the Bay of Honduras, in America a- 
forel.id, and within the Jurifdi@ion of this Court; did piratically and felo- 
niovfly, fet upon, fhoot at, and take, a certain Merchant Sloop or Veilel, 
called the Pearl, whercot one Charles Rowling, was then Mafter, the laid 
Sloop, then being, a Sloop of certain Perfons, Subjects of our faid Lord the 
King that now is, (To the Regifter aforefaid unknown ) and then and there, 
Piratically, felonioufly, and in an Hoftile manner, did make an Affault, in and 
upon, the faid Charles Rowling, and certain other Mariners, and Perfons, 
Subjects of our faid Lord the King (whofe Namesto the Regifter aforefaid are 
unknown) in the faidSloop, in the Peace of Ged, and of Our laid now Lord 
the King, then and there being, and then and there, Piratically, and Felonioufly 
did put the faid Charles Rowling, and other the Mariners and Perlons, of the 
fame Sloop, in the Sloop aforefaid, called the Pearl, then being, in Corporal 
fear of their Lives, and then and there, Piratically, and Felonioufly, did fteal, 
tale, ard carry away, the faid Sloop, with her Lading, Tackle, and Apparel, 
of the Value of One hundred Pounds, of Current Money of Jamaica, againft 
the Peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity. 

Not Guilty pleaded. William Norris, Rep’. 


After thcArticles were read, the Prifoncr was aked, Whether he was guilty ? or nox guilty. 
Whereto he pleaded not Guilty. Then the Witneiles were called by the Regi to 
rove the faid Articles and Charge againt him; Who, being duly {worn, were examined 
y His Excellency the Prefident, and the Court, in the Prefence and Hearing of the Pri- 
foner ; and depofed as follows, «iz. ; 
Alexander Gilmore (a Mariner belonging to His Majefty’s Ship Phoenix, Caprain 
Vincent Pearce Commander ) depofed, That onorabout, the Twenty ninth Day of 
March, in the Year of Our Lord, One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighteen, being 
then a Mariner, on Board a Sloop called the Johnand Elizabeth, whereof one Benjamin 
Bill, was then Mafler, going from St Auguftine, to the ifland of Providence, in America, 
the faid Sloop was taken, by two Sloops, both commanded b y Charles Vane, the Prifoner 
at the Bar, with feveral Hundred Pieces of Eight, andother Goods and Merchanduees 
" ing a aera he cars the faid Sloop to the Eaft-end of Providence, 
where the Prifoner at, the Bar, and his. Crew, fhared ope Plunder. air. ' 
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David Clarke, and Richard Lifcomb, two other Mariners, belonging to His {aid 
Majelty s Snip Phoenix, depoled the fame, or to the like Etea@ as Alexander Gilmore 

Then the Prifoner at the Bar confiflee the firlt Article, | chat he took the faid Sloop 
and her Cargoe. 

Then Capt. Benj. Lee, and Capt. Will.Cooke, were call’d to provethe fecond Article. 

Captain Lee depofed, That on or about tue Sevenecenth Day of Apri, inthe Year 
of our Lord One tinoufand Seven Hundred ard Eiphteen, he being then Mafler ot a 
Sloop, bsionging to Jamaica, called the Betty, comme trom tie Hand of Providence, 
bound to Jamaica, in tis Pailage he put into Crooked-Iflund, to fil Water, where he 
{aw tour Sloops at Anchor, and not iflrutting them ro be Pirates, he fteod clole in, 
and eR pretty near, the largelt of the Four Sloops, fired aShot at him, ard 
Hoilted a Bloody Pendant, and finding he could not get clear, he flruck his Colours, 
and was ordered on board a Sloop called the Lurk, then commanded by Charles Vane, 
the Prifoner a the Bar: And the fame Day he carried the Deponent, and his Sioop 
to the Weit-End of Crouked-Itlind, and the next Mo ning he took all the Goods, 
and every thing of Value, out of his SI op, and fhared amongft hisCrew, and then 
pte back tue Deponane his Sloop, and left h.m to hill Water; That the Pirate Sloop 

ark, and another S.oup, hisCoxfort, food to che Southward; Tnat on the Nineteenth 
Day of the faiu Month O!} April, attcr the Deponant hud tiled his Water, he weighed 
Anchor, trom Crooked-Ilind, and making tac belt of his way, for Jamaica, he faw 
onc Ship, and two Sloops, under Whak- Key, which proved to be Charles Vane, che 
Prijoner at the Bar, and his Confort, and tne Ship in tueir Company, they had lately 
taken coming from Jamaica, and bound to Bolton, one Captain Richards Commander. 

Capt. William Cooke depoted the fm. (or to the ke Effect) asCaprain Benjamin Lee. 

Hugi Add. riey of Po.t- Koyal Matiner, dcpofed, Tuac in the Month of April, in 
the Year ot our Lord, One thoufand Seven Hundred and Eighteen, he was a Marmer 
on board the Sloop Fo tune, belonging to Jamaica, George Guy Maller, bound ona 
Trading Voyage, from Port Royal, in Jamaica, to the Mang of Providence, 1 America; 
and in their Patluge, they met with Two Sioops, ctf ot Crookcd-Ifland, Commanded 
by Charles Vane, the Prifoner at the Bar, wh.cu cuted them, and coming up, they 
houlted ‘a Red Flag, and ordered Guy .o lower his Sails, and {ent their Conoa on 
boa d, and fired ‘bwo fmall Arms, a: d ordered Guy to follow them to an Anchor, 
whicn he did; Phat the Prifoner at che Bar, ordered Guy, and his Men, which were 
but three in ali, to come on board his Soop, which they did; That ate rvards, the 
Prifoner at the Bar, with the relt of his Crew, took away by force, out of Cuprain 
G y’s Sioop Fortune, S.ven Casks of Botthd Liquor, and ether Goods und Meiclan= 
dize, (tie particulars wanercot ne did nor know ) and tuen returned Guy his Swop, 
and his three Men, and ordered tim to bear away, and Sail tor Harbour-Hland. 

Jofeph Cockran of Port Royal in the Mland of Jamaica Mariner, depoted, That on 
Or about the {wenty third Day of May, in the Year of our Lo.d, One thouland feven 
Handred and Nincteen, he being then Malter of the Sioop Kichard and John, was 
taken on the High Sea, Four Leagues diflanet trom Croohed-Ifand, by Chares Vane, 
the Prifoner at the Bar, in a Sloop cali’d the Lark, and atterwards put him, anc one of his 
Men a-fhoar at Crooked-Ifland, and carried nis Sloop, and her Lading, with himto $ea. 

Captain Vincent Pearce, Commander of His Majeliy’s Sh p of War the Puen, 
depoled, That about tne latter end of March, 1718. being then at Providence, and 
having His Majelty’s Proclamanon on board, tor the pardoning of Piraies, Charies 
Vane the Pevtoner at the Bar, duirendered himfert to him, in order to obtain the benefit 
of the fad Proclamation, which he received, and atterwards turned Pirate, as huta been 
before depoled. 

Then the Peitoner was asked, whathe had to fay for himfelf? Whether he had any Witneffes 
to pro.lecein his favour. Whether he would bave any Queftions asked the Wittnefles who had 
atready given Evidence againit him? and he anfwering he had no Witnefles, nor any Queltions 
to ask, thit were initertal, 

The Court ordered the Prifoner to betaken from the Bar, and the Perfons prefent being 
withdrawn, the Coure took into Confideration the Prifoners Cafe, and the Evidence which had 
been piven aguinit him, and were unanimoufly of Upin on, That he, the faid Charles Vane, wa 
guiley of the Piracy, Felony and Robbery, charged againtt him, inthe firlt and fecond Articles. 

Then the Court Ordered the Prifoner back avcain to the Bar, who was told by the Prefident 
that the Court, had unanimoufly found him Guilty, of the Charge laid againit him, in the 
(iid Articles; And asked him, whether he had any thing to fay, Why Sentence of Death 
fhoalt noe pafs apainft him? And he having nothing material, the Prefident proceeded to 
pronounce the ulual Sentence; Thathe fhould go tothe Place from whence he came, and from 
thence, to the place of Execution, where he wastobe Hanged hy the Neck, ’till he was dead, 
and the Lord have Mercy upon his Soul. 

Then the Court was Adjourn’d till Monday the Firft Day of May next. 

On Wednefov the 29th Day of March 1721. John Hanfon, and Robert Hudfon, (lately 

Condemned for Piracy) andthe faid Charles Vane, were Executed -t Gallows-Poinr, at Port- 
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An ACT made at Weffminfter in the King- 
dom of Great Britain in the Eleventh and 
Twelfth Years of the Reign of King 
William MI. Enticuled, | 


An A& for the more effectual Suppreffion of 
| PIRACY. 


HE REAS byan A& of Parliament made in the Twenty eighth Yeae 
of the Reign of King Henry the Kighth,it is Enaéted, That Treafons, 
Felonies, Robberies, Muithers and Contedcracies committed on the Sea 
shall be enquired of, tried, and determined according to the Common 
Couric of the Laws of this Land ufed tor fuch Offences upon the Land within this 
Realm; whereupon the Tryal of thofe Offenders before the Acmiral, or his Lieute- 





nant, oc lis Commutlary hath been altogether difuted: Ard whereas that fince the mak- — 


fig ot the faid Act, and efpecially of late Years, ir hath been fo:ind by experience, that 
Pevions committing Piracies, Robberies and Felonies on the Seas, in or near the Lak 
and Welt Indies, ard in Places very remote, cannot be brought to condigi: Puniflinent 
without great Trouble and Charges in fending them into England to be tried within 
the Realm, as the faid Statute dire&s, infomuch chat many idle and profligate Perions 
have been thereby encouraged to turn Pirates, and betake themielves to that fort of wick- 
ed Life, tuiting that they fball nog, orat leaf cannot ealily be queftioned for fuch their 
Piracies ard Robberics, by reafon of the great trouble and expence that will neceilarily 
fall upon {uch as fhail acrempe to apprehend ancl profecure them for the fame: And 
whereas the Numbers of them are of late very much increafed, and their Infolencies 
fo great, thar unlefsfome (peedy Remedy be provided tofupprefs them, by aftri& and more 
eafie way for putting the Ancient Laws in that behalt in Execution, the Trade and 
Navigation into remote Parts will very much fufter thereby: Be it therefore Declared 
and Enacted by the King’s molt Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Con- 
fent of the Lords Spiritual and’Temporal, and Commons in this prefent Parliament Atiem- 
bled, and by theAuthoriry cf the fame, That all Piracies, Fe onies & Robberes committed 
in or upon the Sea, or in any Haven, River, Creck or Place, where the Admira: or Admi- 
rals have Power, Authority or Jurisdi€ticn may be examined, inquired of, tryed, heard and 
determined, aad adjudged, according to the Directions of this Act, in any Piace at Sea, 
or upon the Land in any of His Majetty’s IMands,Plantacions,Colonies, Dominions,Forts 
or Factories, tobe appointed tor that purpofe by the King’s Comm:ffion or Commiffions 
under the Great Seal of ‘England, or the Seal of the Admiralty of England, diiected 
to all or any ofthe Admirals, Vice Admirals, Recr-Admirals, Judges of Vice-Admiralties 
or Commanders of any of His Majelty’s Ships of War, and alfo to all or any fuch 
Perton cr Perfons, Officer or Officers by Name, or for the time being, as his Majefly 
Shail think fic coapporet; which faid Commiffoners fhall have full Power jointly or 
feverally, by Wervant under the Hand and Seal of them, or any onc of them, tocommit 
to fufe Cuttody any Perfon or Perlons, againft whom Information of Piracy, Robbery 
or Felony upon the Sea, fhall be given upon Oath (which Oath they or any one of 
them fhall have full Power, and are hereby required toadminilter ) and to call andl 
ailemble a Court of Admiralty on Shipboard, or upon the Land, when and as often 
as occalion fhall require ; which Court fhall confilt of feven Perfons at the lealt. 

IH. AN Ditfo many of the Perfons aforefaid cannot conveniently be Aflembled, Be it 
further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That any Three of the atorefaid Peifons 
( whercotthe Prefidentor Chief of fome Englith Faétory, or the Gevernor, Lieutenant- 
Governor, or Member of His Majefty’s Councils in any of the Planrations or Colonics 
atovefaid, or Commander of one of His Majefty’s Ships, 1s always to be one ) fhall have 
tull Power and Authority, by Virtue of this Aét, to call and aflemble any other Perfons 
on Ship-board, or upon the Land, to make up the Number of Seven, 

IY. PROVIDED thatno Perfons but fuch as are known Merchants, Fa@ors 
or Planters, or fuch as are Captains, Lieutenants, or Watrant-Officers in any of His 
jelly’s Ships of War, or Captains, Mafters of Mates of fome Englifa Ship thall be 
capable of being fo called, and Sitting and Voting in the faid Court. 
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IV. AND be ic Enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That fuch Perfons called andat. 
fembled, as atorcfaid, {hall have tull Power and Authority, according to tne Courfe 
of the Admiralty, toilue Warrants for bringing any Peifons accufed of Piracy or Robbery 
before them co be tricd, heard and adjudged ; and to fummon Witefles, and to take 
Intormatio.is and Examinations of Witneiies upon their Oth; and to do all things ne- 
ecilary tor the hearing and final Determination of any Cafe of Piracy, Robbery and 
Peiony ; «nd to pive Sentence and Judgment ot Death; and co award Exccutionof the 
Olfenaers convicted and attaintcd, as alorefaid, according to the Civ} Law, and the 
Metivods and Rulesot the Admiralty ; and that all andevety Perion and Pe:fons fo con- 
victed and attainted of Paracy or Kobbery, fhailhave and futer fuch Loiles of Lends 
Goods and Chatiels, as it tucy had beenattamtid and convidted of any Piracies, Fevonies 
and Robberies, according to the aforementioned Statute, made in che Reign of Ring 
Henry the Eighth. 

V. PROVIDED always, and be it further Ena@ed by the Authority sforefaid, 
That fo foon as any Courtfhatt be atlembled, as aforefaid, ty a onShip- board, or upon 
the Land, the Kings Comimifiion fhall firlt be openly read, and thy faa Cource then and 
there fhall be folemnly and publickly called and prociaimed ; and then the P.efident Of 
the Court fhadin the tielt place, pubsiek!y in open Court, take the foliowing Oxth, 2. 

AB. do (wear, inthe prefenceof Almighty God, That! will truly and impzrtially Try, and #d- 

jadge the Prifuner or l'rifoners which fhail be brousht uyon his or their Trya!s before wns 
Court, and honestly ind duly on my part, puc His Mayelty'’s Cominiffion for the trying of them 
in Execution, according to the Belt of my Skill and Kuowledve: And thacl have no futerett, 
directly or indirect'y, in any Ship or Gouls, for the Piratically taking of which any Peron 
{lands acculed,and is new to be tried: So help me God. 

VI. AN D he having taken the Oath in manner aforefaid, fhall immediatly Ad- 
minifter the fame Oath toevery Perfon who fhall fit, and have and give a Voice inthe 
faid Court upen the Tryal of fuch Prifoner or Prifoners, as atorela'd ; and imme diacely 
thereupon the faid Prifoner or Prifoners fhall be formaily brought before them; and 
then wie thepifler of the faid Court fhall openly and diltinétly read the Arncles againie 
fech Psifoner or Prifeners, upon which they or any of them is or are co be tricd; wierein 
fhall be fecforth the particular Fact or Facts of Piracy, Rovbery and lelony, with tie 
Time and Place, when and where, and in what manner it was committed ; And shen 
each Prifoner fhall be asked, Whether he be Guilty of the faid Piracy and Kobbery, 
o. Felory jor notGuilty. Whereuponevery fuch Pritoner fhall immediately plead there- 
unto, Guilty ornot Guiity,or eifeit fhall be taken as cocteilzd; cod he fhallfutter uch Pau.s 
of Death, Lols of Lands, Goods and Chattels, and in lke manner as if he or they tad 
been Attainted or Convicted upon the Oath of Witnetles, or lis own Conteffion; But 
ifany Frioner fiall plead nor Guiry, Witnefles fhall be produced by the Regifler, 

_ and duly fworn and examined openly, vive vue, in the Prifoners Prefence ; and atter 
a Witnels hath anfwered all the Quellions propofed by the Prefident of the Court, and 
given his Evidence, it fhail and may be Lawtul for the Prifoner to have the Witnefls 
crols examined, by frit declaring to the Court what Queltions he would have asked ; 
ang thereupon the Prefident, or the Court, fhall interrogate the Witnefs accordingly : 
And cvery Prifoner fhall have liberty to bring Witnefles tor his Detence, who fhail be 
fworn, and examined upon Oath, as the Witnefles were that ceftified againft lim ; and 
atterwards the Prifoner fhall be fairly heard what he can fay for himfelf; all which 
being done, the Pritoner fhall be taken away, and kept in fafe Cuftody, and all other 
Peifons, except the Regifter, fall withdraw from the faid Court; and then the Court 
Mhali comfider of the Evidence which hath been given, and debate the Matters and 
Circumilances of the Pittoners Cafe ; and the Pretident of the Court fhayl collect all the 
Votes ofthe Perfons who do fit and have Voices in the faid Court, beginuing at the Ju- 
nior fir(t, and ending with himiclf; and according to the Plurality of Voices, Sentcnce 
aid Judgment fhali be then given and pronounced publickly in the prefenice of the Prifonec 
oi Pi toners, being cailed in again; and according tofuch Sentence and Judgment che 
Peifon or Perfons atcainted fhail be Executed and put to Death, at fuch time, in 
fucu manner, and infuch place upon the Sea, or within the EbSing or Flowing thereof, 
as the Pictident, orthe major part of the Court, byWarant direcied toa Provoll-Marfha! 

which the Pretident or taid major part fhall have Power to conllitute) fhali appoint. 

VII. AND be it further Lnadted by the Authority aforefaid, ‘That fome Perlon, 
being a Publick Notary, fhal: be Regifler of the Court ;and incaicoflis Abfence, Death, 
or Incapacity, or for wane of a Perfon fo qualified, the Prefident of the Court fall 
and py appoine a Regilter, giving him an Oath, which he is hereby impowered to 
adminifler, duly, fathiu ly and impareally to execute his Office; which Regiftir mail 
prepare atl Warrants and Articles, and take Care to provide all things reqti lite ior 
any ‘dry.l, sccOrding to the Subitential and Eflential Parts ot Proceedings lia Court 
of Acmuiaity, 1 the mouil Summary Way; and dball cake Minutes of the whole Pro- 
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ceedings, and enter them duly ina Book, by him tobe kept for that purpofe ; and fall 
f:0m time rotime, as opportunity offers, tranfmit the fame, with the Copies of all A til- 
cles and Judgments given in any fuch Cafes, in any Court whereof he fhall be Regiiter, 
untothe High Court of Admuiraley of England. 

VIIf. AND be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That ifany of His 
Majelty’s Natural Born Subjects, or Denizons of this Kingdom, fhall commit any Piracy 
or Robbery, or any Act of Holtility again{t others His Majelty’s Subjects upon the 
Sea, urder Colour of any Commiilion from any Foreign Prince or State; or Pretence 
of Authority from any Perfon whatfoever, fuch Offender and Ottenders, and every of 
them, fhall be deemed, adjudged, and taken to be Pirates, Felons and Robbers, and 
they and every of them, being duly Conviéted thercof, according to this Aa, or the a- 
for. (aid Statute of Ming Henyy VILL thal! have and fufferfuchPains of Yeach, Lofs ot Lands, 
Goods andChattels,as Pirates, Felons and Robbersupon the Seas ought to have and (ufter. 

IX. AND be it further Enaéied, That it any Commander or Malier of any Ship, 
or any Seaman or Mariner, fhall, in any Piace where the Admiral hath Jurisdi¢tion, 
betiay tus Truft, and turn Pirate, Enemy or Rebel, and Piraticalsy and Fesonioufly ran 
away with his or their Ship or Ships, or any Barge, Boar, Ordasnce, Ammunition, 
Goods or Merchandizes, or yield them up voluntarily co any Pirate, Or fhall bring any 
feducing Mcflapes trom any Pirate, Enemy or Rebel, or confuit, combine or contederate 
With, O¢ attempt or Chucavour to corrupe any Commander, Maller, Officer or Mariner, 
to yield ap or run away with sly Ship, Goods, or Merchandizes, or tin Pirate, or go 
over toPiraces, or if any Perfon fhail lay violent Hands oa his Commander, whereby 
to hincer him trom fighting ia Detence of his Sip and Goods committed to his Traft, 
Or that {ia.i confine his Maller, or make, or endeavour to make a Revolt in his Ship, 
fhall be sujuuged, deemed and taken to be a Pirate, Poon and Robber, and being 
conv Cted thereof, ecccording to the Diredt’ons of this Act, thal have and futter Pains 
of Leath, Lofs of Lands, Goods and Chattels, as Pirates, Peions and Kobbers uponthe 
Seas ought to have and fulier, 

X. AN YD whereas feveral evil-difpofed Perfons in the Plantations and elfewhere, 
have contributed very much towards the Iacreafe and Encouragement of Pirates, by 
{ettne caem forth, and by Aiding, Abetting, Receiving and Concealing them and 
their Goods, and there bemg fome Defcéts in the Laws for bringing fuch evil-difpofed 
Perfons to condign Punifhinent, Be it Enacted by the Authority atorefaid, That all 
and every Perfon end Perions whatfoever, who, aiter the Twenty ninth Day of Sep- 
tember, in the Year of our Lord, One thoufand feven hundred, fhatl either on the Land, 
or upon the Seas, witungly or knowingly fet forth any Pirate, or Aid and ANd, or 
Maintain, Procure, Command, Connfel or Advile any Porfon or Periors whatfoever, 
to door commit any Piracics or Robberies upon the Seas, and Juch Peston or Perfons 
Shall thereupon do or commit any fuch Piracy or Robbery, tien al: and every such 
Peifon or Perlons whatfoever, fo as afoicfaid, fetting forth any Pirate, or Aiding, 
Afiilling, Maintaining, Piociting, Commanding, Counlelling or Adviting the fame, 
either onthe Land or upon tue Sea, fhall be, anu ure hereby declared, and fhill be dee- 
med ard adjudged tobe Acceilary to fuch Piracy and Robbery done and committed: 
And further, That after any Piracy or Robbery 1s or fhall be committed by anny Pirace . 
or Robber whatfoever, every Perfon and Perlons, who, knowing that fuch Pirate or 
Robb.r has done or commited fuch Piracy and Robbery, {halion the Land, or npon 
the Sea, receive, entertain or conceal any tuch Pirate or Robber, or receive or rake 
into his Cuiody any Suips, Veitels, Goods or Chactels, which have been by any fuch 
Pirate or Robber puratically and telosioully taken, fhail be, and are hereby hkewile 
declared, deemed and adjudged to be Acceflary to fuch Piracy and Robbery; And 
that atter the jaid Nine and twenticth Day of Seprember, ali fuch Accetlaries to fuch 
Piracices and Lobveries, fhall and may be Lnquited of, ‘Tried, Heard, Determined and 
Adjudged, ater the common Courle of the Laws of this Land, according to the faid 
St.tite made in the Pwenry eighth Year of King Henry the Eighth, as the Principals of. 
fuch Piracies and Robberies may and ought co be, and no otherwife ; and being there- 
upon Attuinted, fhail futter fucis Pains of Death, lofs‘of Lanas, Goods and Chattels, 
and in like manner as tie Principals of fuch Piracies, Robberies and Felonies oughe 
to {iffer, according co the faid statute of King Henry the Eighth, which is hereby 
dec'ared to be and continue im full Force; Any Thing in this prefent Act contained to 
the contrary nocwithftanding. 

Xt. AND torafmuch as it will alfo conduce to the fupprefling ef Robberies on the Sea, it 
duc Encouragement be given, and Rewards allowed to {uch Commanders, Matters and other 
Ollicers, Seamen and Mariners, as fhall either bravely defend their own Ships, or take, feize 
and deftroy Pirates, Sea-Rovers -nd Enemies, Be it further Ena@ed by the Authority afurelaid, 
That when any Englith Ship shall have been defended again{t any Pirates, Enentvies or Sea: 
Rovers by Fight, and brousht to her defigned Port, in which Fight any of the Officers or Sea- 
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men fhall have been killed or wounded, it fhall and may be Lawful to and fo 

His Ma jefty’s High Court of Adiniralcy, or his Surrogatttin the Port gfe rah pi 
Bau: ff or Chier UO-fcer in the feveral Out-Ports of this Kingdom, upon the Petition of che 
Mafter or Seamen of fuch ye fu defended, as aforefaid, to call unto him Four ur more goud 
and fubitancial Merchants, and fuch as are no Adventurers or Owners of the Ship or Goyds 
fo defended, and have no manner of Intere{t therein, and by Advice with them to raile and 
levy upon the rc{peétive Adventurers and Owners ot the Ship as.d Gouds fo deiende., by Pro- 
cefs out of the fad Court, fuch Sum or Sums of Money as himleif and the {aid Merchants by 
plurality of Voices fhall determine and judge reafopable, nor exceeding ‘l' wo Pounds per Cent. 
of the Freight, and of the Ship and Goods {vu defended, according to the Grft Cots of the 
Guods ; which Sum or Sums uf Money fo raifed, fhall be diftributed among the Capta'n 
Mafter, Othcers and Seamen of the faid Ship, or Widows and Children of the Slain, accordin ; 
to the Dr. étion of the Judge of the faid Court, or his Surrogate in the Portof tation mrt 
Mayor, Bailiff or Chiet Oiticer 10 the feveral Our-Perts of this Kingdom, with the A’ probation 
of tne Merchante atorefaid ; who shail rtion the fame, accerding to their an Judg- 
ment, unto the ShipsGompany, as aforefaid, having {pecial regard unto theWidows and Chil- 


dren of {uch as Mall have been tlan in that Service, and {uch as have been wounded or maimed. 


Xi!. AND for the betrer and more effeGtual prevention of Combinations and Cunfeera- 
cies, tor the Running away with, or Deftroying of any Ship, Goods or Merchandizes, Be it 
further Enacted by the Authority aiorefaid, That a Reward of ‘len Pounds for every Ship or 
Vefisl of One hundred Tons or under, and Fifteen Puunds for every Ship or Veffel of « 
greater Burthen, fhall bs paid by the Captain, Commander or Mailer of every Shipor Veffel 
wherein any fuch Combination.or Confederacy fhail be fet on fuot, for the Running away with, 
or Defiraying any fuch Ship, or the Goods and Merchandizes therein Laden, to fuch Perfun 
as fhail firth make a Difcovery thereof, upon due lroof of ftich Con:bination or Confederacy, 
the fame to be paid atthe Fort where the Wages of the Seamen of the (aid Ship are or ought 
to b- paid, after fuch Difcovery and Proof made. ’ 

XI. PROVIDED alfo, That this At Miall be in force for Seven Years, and to the end 
o’ the next Seffion of Parliament, after the Expirat:on of the {aid Seven Years, aid no longer. 

XIV. AND for the more effcttual profecurien and punifhment ot Piracies, Feionics and 
Robberies upon the Sea, and of all other Offencesaforementioned ; Be it Declared an: Enacted 
by the Authority aforetaid, That the Commiftioners appointed, or to be appointed by the 
uarientianed tatute of King Henry the Eighth, or the Commiffioners for ‘Vryal of Pirates, 
appointed by this Act, fhall from and after the faid Nine and twentieth Day of Septembe-, 
One thoufand feven hundred, have the fole Power and Authority of Trying, hearing, and 
Determining the faid Crimes and Offences, w: ha all er any of the Co'onies and Plantations 
in America, Governed by big pagnete. or under Grants or Charters from the Crown, and otf 
bringing the Offenders to condign punifhment; and fhall and may iffue forth their Warrant 
or Warrants for the feizing ae apprehending of any Pirates, Felons, or Robbers upon the 
Sea, or their Confederates or Acceflaries, being within any of the taid Co!fonies and Plan- 
tations, in order to their being broughr to Tryal within the fame, or any other P!antation in 
America, according tothis Act, or fene into England to be Tryed there; and that all and 
every Governour anit Governors, Perfon and VPerfons in Authority in the faid Colonies and 
Plantations, governed by Proprietors, or under Charters, as aforefaid. fhall affist the Com- 
miffieners and their fubordinate (ficers in doing their Duty, and alfoin the Exccution of {uch 
Warrants and otherwi':, and fhall deliver up to fuch Commifflioner or Commiftioners, Officer 
or Officers, any Pirates, Felons and Robbers upon the Sea, and their Confederates and Ac- 
ceflaries, in order to their being Tryed, or fent into England, as aforefaid; Any Letters- Pa- 
tents, Grants or Charters of Government, in and about the faid Plantations, or other Ulages 
heretofore h-d or male to the contrary notwithflandin 


XV. AND be it hereby further Declared and Enatted, That if any of the Governors in 


“the faid Plantations, or " Perfon or Perfons in Authority there, fhall refule to yield Obe- 


dience cothis At, (uch refufal is hereby declared to be a Forteiture of all and every the Char- 
ters printed for the Government or Propriety of fuch Plantation, ' 

XVI. PROVIDED always, and be it Finacted by the Authority aforefaid, That whenfo- 
ever any Comimiftion for the Tryal and Punifhment of the Offences aforefaid, or any of them, 
fhall be dircéted or fent to any place within the Jurifdiét:on of the Cinque-Ports, that then 
every fuch Commiffion fhall be direéted unto the Lord Warden ot the Cinque. Ports fer the 
time being, or tohis Lieutenant, and unto fuch other Perfons as the Lord High C hancellor, or 
Keeper of the Great Seal of England, tor the time being, or Commiffioners for the Cultody of 
the Great Seal, fhall name and appoint; And likewife that every Inquifition and Trryal to be 
had by virtue of fuch Commiffion fo direéted and fent to any place in the faid Cinque- Ports, 
Shall be made and had by the Inhabitants of the faid Cinque-Ports, or the Members of the™- 
fame; Ary thing in this Aé&t ta the contrary thereof notwithitanding. 

XVII. AND forthe prevention of Seamen Deferting of Merchant Ships abroad in Parts 
beyond the Seas, which is the chiet occafion of their turning Pirates, and of great detriment to 
Trade end Navigation in general ; Be it Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That all {uch 
Seamen,Offi ers or Sai'ors,who fhaildefert the Ships orVeffels wherein they are hired to ferve 


for that Voyge, hall for fuchOffence forfeit a'l fuch Wages as fhall be then due to himor them. 


XVIUILA ND be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, Thatin cafe any Maller of 
a Merchant Ship or Veffel, thall after the Nine and twenieth Day of September, One thoufind 


-end feven hundred. during his being abroad, force any Man on Shore, wilfully leave him behind 


“pI 


in any of His Majefty's Plantations, or elfewhere, or fhall refufe robring Home with his ans fs 
all fuch of the Men which he carried owt with him, asare in a condition to return, when . a 2 
be ready to proceed in his Homeward-bound Voyage, every fuch Mafler fhall, being there 


onyicted, Suffer Three Months !mprifonment, without Bail or Mainprize. > 
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